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DRYOPTERIS  FILIX-MAS 
(Polypodiaceae) 

—  the  dried  rhizome  is  used  for  the 
extraction  of  MALE  FERN  EXTRACT 

—  a  thick  greenish  brown  liquid 
containing  21.0  to  23.0%  w/w  of  filicin. 


Bulk  supplies  at 
competitive  prices  for  the 
pharmaceutical  industry 
world-wide. 
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90%  OF  YOUR  SALES 
COULD  BE  MISSING. 


90%  of  JOI  INSON'S  Baby  Lotion  is 
used  by  women-  on  themselves. 

Yet  surprisingly,  although  it's  the 
brand  leader  in  faeial  cleansers,  many 
retailers  still  keep  it  in  only  one  place. 

The  baby  section. 

The  same  thing  goes  for  JOHNSON'S 
Baby  Powder. 


Another  brand  leader.  70%  of  it  is 
used  by  adults.  After  all,  there's  a  lot 
more  of  them  to  powder. 

So  it  makes  sense  to  stock  both 
Powder  and  Lotion  in  the  adult  section 
as  well. 

Because  that's  the  best  place  for 
them  to  grow. 
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Comment 


Whither  ASTMS? 

We  now  know  where  the  ASTMS  general  practice 
pharmacy  section  stands  on  the  question  of  the 
picketing  of  pharmacies  as  part  of  the  Grunwick  dispute 
— or  do  we  know?  Last  week  C&D  published  two 
letters  purporting  to  shed  light  on  the  ASTMS  position, 
and  another  contribution  is  on  p133  of  this  issue, 
stimulated  by  our  implied  criticism  of  the  GPP  section's 
"low  profile".  But  all  we  learn  from  the  letters  is  that 
the  section's  "steering  committee"  appears  to  be 
divided  in  its  view  of  which  direction  the  wheel  is  to 
be  turned. 

Two  of  the  three  contributors  are  very  clearly 
signalling  "left".  Mr  Leaman's  letter  comes  straight 
from  the  political  textbook — "employing  class",  "police 
snatch  squads",  "ruling  class",  "capitalism",  "wage 
earners ",  and  "working  class"  are  among  terms  he 
welds  together.  Mr  Leaman  is  entitled  to  express  his 
opinions,  but  how  can  the  union  section  he  helps  to 
"steer"  possibly  demand  the  right  to  negotiate  on 
behalf  of  employer  pharmacists  as  well  as  employees 
when  employers  are  clearly  held  in  such  contempt?  The 
answer,  we  suggest,  is  that  Mr  Leaman  and  those  of 
like  mind  have  no  intention  of  allowing  employer  status 
to  continue — they  would  have  all  pharmacists  as  State 
employees  (indeed,  part  of  the  ASTMS  programme  is 
"no  planned  distribution  by  private  enterprise"). 

The  GPP  section  will  still  not  state  its  strength 
publicly,  but  of  those  pharmacists  who  have  joined,  how 
many  share  the  views  of  Mr  Leaman  and  Mr  Hampson, 
and  how  many  those  of  "Geraint  Davies"?  Perhaps 
members  should  make  their  feelings  known  to  the  union 
and  threaten  to  resign  unless  a  public  statement  is 
issued  by  the  steering  committee  dissociating  itself 
from  the  views  expressed  by  one  side  or  the  other. 

It  is,  in  fact,  curious  that  C&D's  concern  with  the  right 
of  a  patient  not  to  have  his  or  her  normal  pharmaceutical 
service  interrupted  by  a  third  party  prompted  replies 
which  dealt  with  the  Grunwick  dispute  and  employers 
versus  employees — issues  on  which  C&D  has 
deliberately  avoided  taking  sides. 

Until  now,  ASTMS  has  been  offering  merely  to 
improve  the  negotiating  powers  of  contractors.  Are  we 
to  assume  that  their  true  "colours"  are  revealed  in 
recent  pronouncements?  If  ASTMS  and  pharmacy  are 
to  be  fellow  travellers,  it  would  be  as  well  to  agree  on 
the  destination  before  setting  oft. 

Words  and  actions 

In  his  first  few  weeks  as  chairman  of  Pharmaceutical 
Services  Negotiating  Committee,  Bob  Worby  has  already 
had  a  fair  amount  to  say — and  there  is  more  this  week 
(p108  and  132).  Never  a  man  afraid  to  speak  his  mind, 
he  has  need  to  demonstrate  to  frustrated  and  now 
militant  contractors  that  they  have  a  leadership  which 
is  catching  their  mood  and  is  prepared  to  lead. 

We  believe  that  Mr  Worby  can  count  on  more  support 
than  has  been  behind  any  contractors'  leader  for  years 
past — if  not  since  the  inception  of  the  NHS — and  that 
his  warning  shots  to  the  Government  are  no  more  than 
is  being  demanded  of  him.  The  new  chairman  has 
shown  himself  to  be  a  man  of  words:  in  the  interest  of 
patients  we  must  hope  Mr  Ennals  will  not  require  Bob 
Worby  to  prove  himself  also  a  man  of  action. 
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Contractors'  for  plan 
one-day  closures 


Lincolnshire  Pharmaceutical  Committee  is 
recommending  that  local  contractors  orga- 
nise a  series  of  one-day  closures  if  the 
Department  of  Health  does  not  come  up 
with  a  satisfactory  answer  to  pharmacists' 
claim  for  adequate  remuneration. 

Next  Monday,  the  Pharmaceutical  Ser- 
vices Negotiating  Committee  is  to  return 
to  the  Department  to  hear  the  outcome  of 
its  approach  to  the  Secretary  for  Social 
Services,  Mr  David  Ennals,  on  the  pro- 
posed "cut"  in  contractors  remuneration. 
The  Lincolnshire  Committee  passed  the 
following  resolution  at  a  meeting  last 
week:  "This  Committee  views  with  dis- 
may the  apparent  reluctance  of  the  De- 
partment to  accept  pharmacy's  claim  for 
adequate  remuneration  in  order  to  main- 
tain the  pharmaceutical  service  to  patients. 
Consequently,  in  the  event  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  being  unable  to  satisfy  the 
just  demands  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Ser- 
vices Negotiating  Committee,  it  intends 
to  recommend  to  its  contractors  that  a 
succession  of  total  one-day  closures 
throughout  the  country  be  planned  as  a 
means  of  expressing  its  concern  for  the 
future  viability  of  the  pharmaceutical 
service." 

Mr  Bob  Worby,  PSNC  chairman,  told 
C&D  that  he  understood  exactly  how  the 
contractors  felt — their  proposed  action 
would  be  a  fair  demonstration  of  their 
frustration  but  he  appreciated  that  they 
had  agreed  to  wait  for  the  outcome  of 
Monday's  meeting  before  taking  action. 
There  had  been  "rumblings  all  over  the 
country"  from  contractors  threatening 
similar  sanctions. 

Mr  John  Charlton,  PSNC  secretary,  felt 
that  the  majority  of  LPCs  would  support 
sanctions  if  they  turned  out  to  be  neces- 
sary. "Contractors  have  done  a  terrific 
job  in  contacting  MPs",  he  added. 

Time  running  short  for 
debate  on  remuneration 

The  Parliamentary  motion  calling  for 
adequate  remuneration  for  chemists  ap- 
pears to  have  little  chance  of  being  de- 
bated before  Parliament  adjourns  for  the 
summer  recess  on  July  29,  although  it  is 
now  supported  by  over  200  MPs. 

This  has  been  made  clear  by  Mr 
Michael  Foot,  the  Leader  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  who  was  asked  in  the  House 
whether  there  would  be  time  for  the  de- 
bate. However,  supporters  of  the  motion 
may  have  an  opportunity  to  discuss  the 
issues  involved  when  MPs  debate  the 
length  and  timing  of  the  recess.  By  Wed- 
nesday, there  were  228  signatures  on  the 
early-day  motion. 

The  Rt  Hon  Patrick  Jenkins  MP, 
Shadow  Secretary  for  Social  Services, 
wrote  to  Mr  David  Ennals  on  May  31 


pressing  pharmacy's  case,  but  has  not  yet 
had  a  reply.  It  is  understood  that  the 
former  find?  it  "extraordinary"  for  the 
Secretary  for  Social  Services  to  ignore 
correspondence  from  an  Opposition 
spokesman. 

Miss  Maureen  Tomison,  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society's  head  of  publicity,  told 
C&D  that  the  issue  had  received  a  great 
deal  of  publicity  in  local  newspapers  and 
on  local  radio,  and  she  urged  pharmacists 
to  keep  seeking  the  support  of  their  MPs. 

Radio  programme  to  look 
at  lack  of  pharmacies 

The  president  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  Mrs  Estelle  Leigh,  the  chairman 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Services  Negotiating 
Committee,  Mr  Bob  Worby  and  two  MP 
sponsors  of  the  pharmacy  "early  day" 
motion  on  contractors'  remuneration 
are  to  be  interviewed  on  a  BBC  4  radio 
programme  next  month. 

Mr  Jim  Lester,  Conservative,  and  Mr  John 
Ovenden,  Labour,  are  to  discuss  the  phar- 
macy closure  problem  with  pharmacy's 
leaders  in  the  "Finger  on  the  Pulse"  pro- 
gramme on  August  10.  Mr  Ovenden  has 
also  spoken  of  pharmacy's  plight  in  two 


With  nearly  half  of  surviving  pharmacies 
in  England  and  Wales  now  classified  as 
"unsaleable" — and  the  pharmaceutical  ser- 
vice maintained  only  by  their  proprietors 
"staggering  on",  unable  to  sell  up  and 
retire — disaster  for  the  service  is  just 
around  the  corner,  Mr  Bob  Worby,  chair- 
man of  the  Pharmaceutical  Services  Nego- 
tiating Committee,  states  in  a  talk  due  to 
have  been  given  to  pharmacists  in 
Swansea  on  Thursday  night. 

Setting  out  his  Committee's  position 
before  the  meeting  with  Mr  David  Ennals, 
Secretary  for  Social  Services,  next  Mon- 
day, Mr  Worby  stressed  that  contractors 
could  not  allow  themselves  to  be  man- 
oeuvred into  a  position  of  discussing 
whether  or  not,  or  how  much  of,  an  £llm 
cut  is  to  be  imposed. 

And,  he  said,  the  mood  of  contractors 
was  one  of  anger  and  frustration. 
Throughout  the  history  of  the  NHS  our 
profession  has  steadfastly  and  rightly  re- 
jected such  militant  forms  of  protest  as 
the  deliberate  closure  of  pharmacies.  But 
never  before  has  the  profession  been 
pushed  as  far  as  it  has  on  this  occasion. 
Never  before  have  we  faced  a  situation 
wherein  if  we  do  not  act,  hundreds  more 
pharmacies  will  close  forever. 

"Already  committees  up  and  down  the 
country  are  calling  for  selective  with- 
drawal from  service.  They  have  the  corn- 


local    newspapers    in    his    constituency,  I 
Gravesend,  Kent.  He  says  a  cut  in  chem-  I 
ists'   remuneration   could   lead   to   shops  1 
closing,  particularly  in  areas  outside  main  I 
shopping  areas.  That  would  cause  hard- 1 
ship  to  everyone  needing  medicines,  par- 
ticularly   the    disabled    and  elderly.  He 
also   says   that   "chemists   have   to  buy 
stock  with  their  own  cash.  Once  the  drugs 
are  dispensed  on  prescription,  it  can  take 
over  a  month  to  get  money  back  from 
the  NHS.  Chemists  have  been  hard  hit  by 
inflation   and   are  finding  it  difficult   to  | 
balance    ordinary   sales    and    NHS   pre-  I 
scriptions". 

Miss   Maureen  Tomison,  the  Pharma-  | 
ceutical  Society's  head  of  publicity,  also 
spoke   on   a   London  commercial  radio 
(LBC)  programme  "After  Lunch  Special"  I 
last  week.  She  pointed  out  the  dangers  of  1 
storing   medicines   in   steamy  bathrooms  I 
and  the  public  attitude  of  treating  some  I 
drugs  like  sweets.  She  also  advised  listen-  I 
ers  to  ask  the  pharmacist  when  taking 
medicines.  "Too  many  people  just  do  not  1 
understand  how  dangerous  medicines  are."  I 
Miss    Tomison    also    spoke    about    the  I 
Health  Education  Council  campaign  sched- 
uled for  the  autumn. 

Doctors  also  threaten 

General     medical     practitioners  threat- 
ened, at  their  annual  conference  this  week, 
to   take  action  that  would   "cripple  the 
National  Health  Service"  if  the  Govern- 
ment failed  to  agree  to  a  satisfactory  pay  | 
increase.    Sanctions    under    consideration  1 
include  working  to  rule,  levying  a  charge  t 
on    patients    and    the    withholding    of  j 
National  Insurance  certificates.  The  doc-  I 
tors  are  seeking  an  interim  15  per  cent  1 
pay  rise  ar  soon  as  phase  two  of  the  pay  I 
policy  ends. 


plete  understanding  of  the  PSNC  in 
these  manifestations  of  their  frustration 
and  resentment.  Should  all  reasonable 
approaches  to  the  Government  be  of  no 
avail,  the  contractors  will  also  have  the 
leadership  of  the  PSNC  and  the  full  sup- 
port also  of  the  National  Pharmaceutical 
Association  which,  together  with  the 
Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  has 
in  the  last  few  weeks  made  public  its  feel- 
ings on  the  matter.  If  this  should  come 
about  if  would  be  a  sad  day  for  our  pro- 
fession, for  the  public,  and  for  the  De- 
partment of  Health". 

Mr  Worby  concluded:  "Surely,  against 
the  background  of  all  the  evidence  pro- 
vided ;  against  the  background  of  such  an 
obviously  disastrous  rate  of  loss  of  the 
country's  pharmacies,  and  with  such 
strong  parliamentary  support,  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  should  have  no  difficulty  in 
agreeing  to  our  request.  I  am  hoping  that 
he  will  do  for  us  what  he  said  recently 
he  was  about  to  do  also  for  vaccine  dam- 
aged children — put  his  wallet  where  his 
mouth  is1" 

A  further  extract  from  Mr  Worby's 
address  at  Swansea,  detailing  the  current 
shortfall  in  contractors'  cash  flow,  appears 
on  pi 32.  Questions  on  the  new  contract 
and  remuneration  generally  were  raised 
in  the  House  of  Commons  this  week 
(pl31)^Editor. 
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Pickets  try 
to  stop  drug 
deliveries 


Mrs  Margery 
Martin  of  Taylor 
Lloyd  the  Chemists, 
Aberystwyth,  with 
the  £200  travel 
voucher  which  she 
received  from  Tony 
Baker,  Elizabeth 
Arden  regional 
manager  (far  left) 
for  her  window 
display  of  Arden 
suncare  products. 
She  was  specially 
commended  for 
originality.  Also 
pictured  are  Mildred 
Hopkins  of  Taylor 
Lloyd  and  Mike 
Durant,  Elizabeth 
Arden  area  manager 


Pharmacy  pickets  have  attempted  to  pre- 
vent medicines  being  delivered  to  a 
Grunwick  processing  dealer. 

Mr  Rattan  who  has  a  pharmacy  in 
Plaistow,  East  London,  told  C&D  that 
pickets  were  outside  on  Monday  and  Tues- 
day mornings,  blocking  his  doorway. 
Initially  they  approached  customers  and 
handed  out  leaflets.  Later  they  tried,  un- 
successfully, to  persuade  wholesaler  driv- 
ers to  stop  delivering  medicines.  The  leaf- 
lets are  headed  "Boycott  this  chemist" 
and  continue  "stop  sending  films  to  Grun- 
wick". They  also  list  several  pharmacies 
in  the  area  that  deal  with  Grunwick. 
Customers  appeared  to  ignore  the  pickets' 
request. 

Posing  as  customer? 

Three  London  pharmacies  have  had  a 
'customer"  ask  which  film  processor  they 
use  and  then  walk  out.  None  of  the  phar- 
macists recognised  the  girl  as  a  "regular". 
A,  Hampstead  pharmacist  told  C&D  that  as 
well  as  Labour  Party  pickets  outside  his 
shop  on  Saturday,  the  National  Associa- 
tion for  Freedom  arrived  selling  maga- 
zines ind  handing  out  leaflets  decrying 
'mob  rule".  The  pickets  had  a  placard 
with  the  phrase  "developing  bad  habits" 
jut  when  the  pharmacist  objected  that  it 
:ould  reflect  on  his  professional  reputa- 
tion the  pickets  withdrew  the  notice. 

A  spokesman  for  the  Pharmaceutical 
society  said  the  extension  of  picketing  to 
/an  drivers  was  "a  very  dangerous  and 
disappointing  development".  The  Society 
was  disturbed  that  anyone  should  attempt 
to  prevent  medicines  being  delivered  to 
pharmacies. 

Warning  that  cotton  buds 
may  cause  ear  damage 

Dr  J.  Siegler,  Liverpool,  warns  against 
the  use  of  cotton  wool  buds  for  cleaning 
the  inner  ear,  in  last  week's  British  Medi- 
:al  Journal. 

He  says  that  it  is  not  generally  realised 
that  the  wax  is  extruded  as  part  of  the 
self-cleansing  mechanism  and  that  the 
:otton  wool  bud  acts  as  a  plunger  im- 
pacting the  wax  deep  in  the  ear.  He  sug- 
gests that  a  warning  should  be  printed  on 
:he  packet. 

However,  both  Chesebrough-Pond's  Ltd 
(Q-Tips)  and  Johnson  &  Johnson  Ltd  told 
T&D  their  packets  stress  that  the  buds 
should  be  used  on  the  outer  ear  only  and 
never  inserted  in  the  ear  canal  or  "the  part 
you  cannot  see".  H.  &  T.  Kirby  &  Co 
Ltd  state  "for  use  on  outer  ear"  on  their 
Baby-safe  packets  but  do  not  emphasise 
non-insertion,  though  they  considered  this 
was  worth  including  in  the  future. 


Shadow  Secretary  favours 
clinical  pharmacologist 

The  development  of  the  role  of  the 
clinical  pharmacologist  in  the  health 
service  seems  an  excellent  idea,  the 
Shadow  Secretary  for  Social  Services,  the 
Rt  Hon  Patrick  Jenkin  MP,  said  last  week. 

Speaking  at  a  dinner  in  London, 
attended  by  leaders  of  the  pharmaceutical 
industry,  he  said  it  was  vital  for  doctors 
to   be  given   accurate   and  disinterested 


The  difference  in  response  to  a  new  brand 
of  the  same  drug  may  be  due  to  varia- 
tions in  content  within  assay  limits ; 
qualitative  formulation  ;  or  the  method  of 
dispensing. 

The  report  from  the  Laboratory  of  the 
Government  Chemist  1976  (HM  Stationery 
Office,  £3)  gives  two  examples  to  illustrate 
its  conclusion.  A  hospital  changed  to  an 
alternative  brand  of  minor  tranquilliser 
which  involved  changing  from  a  5  ml 
graduated  pipette  dispenser  to  a  dropper 
pipette  measuring  by  the  number  of 
drops.  Twenty  drops  were  claimed  to  be 
equivalent  to  one  ml  but  upon  examina- 
tion by  the  Laboratory  it  was  shown  to 
vary  between  0  85  and  103  ml.  The  re- 
port says  the  variation  was  not  in  itself 
sufficient  to  account  for  the  different  re- 
sponse discovered  by  the  hospital  but 
illustrated  the  need  for  accurate  measure- 
ment of  potent  liquids. 

Another  case  investigated  by  the  Gov- 
ernment Chemist  concerned  variation  in 
the  quality  of  raw  supplies  of  TETA,  a 
chelating  agent  shown  to  be  useful,  upon 
purification,  in  the  treatment  of  Wilson's 
disease  (involving  connective  tissue  de- 
generation by  accumulation  of  copper). 
Technical  grade  TETA  was  analysed  from 
five  different  suppliers.  Three  were  found 
to  contain  65  per  cent  pure  TETA  and 
two  contained  a  different  product  as  the 
major  ingredient.  Mass  spectra  suggested 
manufacture  had  involved  a  difficultly 
controlled  synthesis,  and  the  purification 
process  depended  on  operator  experience 
and  good  quality  control  to  guarantee 
safety  of  final  product.  The  findings  of 
the  Laboratory  enabled  the  Department  of 
Health    to    introduce   specifications  and 


information  about  drugs :  "I  therefore 
view  with  alarm  the  sustained  attack  from 
the  left  on  the  sources  of  information 
available  to  doctors".  To  distinguish  be- 
tween different  media  or  different  kinds 
of  promotion  was  an  unwarranted  inter- 
ference with  the  rights  of  doctors. 

He  would  prefer  to  supplement  the  in- 
dustry's information  to  doctors  by  expert 
professional  advice.  Enlarging  the  scope 
of  advice  available  from  clinical  pharma- 
cologists to  hospital  doctors  and  general 
practitioners  should  greatly  improve  the 
monitoring  of  new  drugs,  he  believed. 


tests  that  could  become  conditions  of  the 
product  licence. 

The  Laboratory  continued  to  provide 
committee  service  and  analytical  support 
to  the  British  and  European  Pharma- 
copoeia Commissions.  Collaboration  in 
the  testing  of  cholecalciferol  (vitamin  D3) 
and  advice  on  draft  monographs  for  re- 
lated concentrates  formed  part  of  the 
work  and  a  study  into  the  UV  absorbance 
of  /i-lactam  ring  penicillins  in  the  form 
of  mercuric  mercaptides  was  undertaken 
for  the  penicillins  panel  of  the  BP 
Commission.  The  report  says  the  pro- 
cedure has  wide  possibilities  for  auto- 
mated analysis. 

A  warning  is  given  on  the  dangers  of 
smuggling  drug  preparations  (especially 
cannabis  liquid)  in  rubber  condoms  parti- 
cularly if  swallowed.  Discomfort,  mechani- 
cal blockage  of  the  intestines,  rupture  of 
the  condom  and  recovery  of  the  excreted 
condom  are  among  the  hazards. 

The  report  says  1976  was  a  year  of 
stasis.  A  steady  demand  in  medicines 
analysis  was  maintained  and  on  behalf  of 
the  Department  the  monitoring  of  new 
digoxin  preparations  was  completed  by 
mid  year.  The  reduction  in  factory  in- 
spection samples  coincided  with  attain- 
ment of  the  full  workload  capacity  at  the 
Medicines  Testing  Laboratory  in  Edin- 
burgh operated  by  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  as  a  contract  service  to  the  De- 
partment. The  result  was  a  significant  re- 
duction in  analytical  demand  on  the 
Government  Chemist. 

In  forensic  analysis  a  reduction  in 
samples  from  the  Armed  Services  bal- 
anced a  slight  increase  in  HM  Customs 
and  Excise  submissions. 


Why  drug  responses  may  differ  between  brands 
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Sedbury  pharmacists  reject 
'carved  up  dispensing 


Pharmacists  in  Chepstow  have  rejected  a 
proposal  from  local  doctors  that  the  area 
around  nearby  Sedbury  should  be  "carved 
up"  between  dispensing  doctors  and 
pharmacists. 

The  application  of  two  doctors  to  dis- 
pense from  new  premises  in  Sedbury  was 
referred  to  the  local  joint  negotiating 
committee  on  rural  dispensing  last  autumn 
(C&D,  November  29,  1976,  p724)  and  has 
been  the  subject  of  some  controversy  ever 
since.  In  April  the  local  doctors  rejected 
a  five  point  plan  from  the  pharmacists 
which  included  a  proposal  that  no  new 
doctors  should  be  allowed  to  dispense  for 
patients  living  in  the  Sedbury  area  with- 
in the  one  mile  limit.  The  pharmacists 
also  started  a  prescription  and  delivery 
service  to  help  patients  who  might  have 
difficulty  reaching  a  pharmacy. 

The  Chepstow  contractors  have  now 
written  to  Mr  A.  H.  Sparrow,  Gloucester- 
shire Family  Practitioner  Committee  ad- 
ministrator, saying  that  it  is  not  for 
interested  parties  to  decide  to  "carve  up" 
an  area  for  dispensing  purposes.  Present 
regulations  stated  that  it  was  up  to  the 
patients  to  request  doctor  dispensing,  via 
the  FPC,  if  they  were  experiencing  diffi- 
culty in  obtaining  medicines,  not  for  the 
doctors  to  "canvas". 

Some  patients  on  the  dispensing  list  of 
doctors  practising  from  the  Chepstow 
health  centre  have  to  pass  four  pharma- 
cies before  having  their  prescriptions  dis- 
pensed at  the  centre,  the  letter  adds.  The 
pharmacists'  five-point  plan  contained  a 
"very  significant  concession"  that  patients 
already  on  the  doctors'  dispensing  lists  and 
resident  within  the  one  mile  limit  should 
be  allowed  to  remain  on  the  lists.  If  doc- 
tors started  dispensing  in  Sedbury  it 
would  decrease  the  viability  of  one  or 
more  of  the  Chepstow  pharmacies  which 
would  be  totally  unacceptable. 

The  pharmacists  believe  patient  hard- 
ship has  been  overstressed  by  the  doctors 
to  obtain  unfair  advantage  to  the  detri- 
ment of  the  pharmaceutical  service. 

Practice  research  papers 

The  following  papers  are  to  be  presented 
during  the  practice  research  session  of  the 
British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  on 
September  14:  "Drug  adverse  reaction  re- 
porting and  delays  in  subsequent  publica- 
tion" (authors  M.  H.  Jepson,  D.  S.  Butters, 
V.  Chetwood);  "Acceptability  of  child- 
resistant  closures  by  the  elderly"  (S.  J. 
Almond,  M.  H.  Jepson);  "Water  loss  from 
eye-dropper  bottles"  (M.  Lynch,  W. 
Lund) ;  "The  role  of  the  general  practice 
pharmacist  in  health  education  and  com- 
munity health"  (E.  M.  Pilkington); 
"Chemical  cross-contamination  in  the 
pharmacy"  (A.  Li  Wan  Po,  I.  Morland, 
L.   Robins);   "The   light   protective  pro- 


perties of  some  dispensing  containers"  (L. 
C.  Dudley,  W.  J.  Irwin,  M.  H.  Jepson); 
"An  economic  forecast  of  maintaining  a 
patient  record  system  in  general  practice 
pharmacy"  (F.  G.  Finlayson,  T.  G.  Booth, 
I.  F.  Jones). 

The  topic  for  the  scientific  discussion 
forum,  running  concurrently  is  "Manu- 
facture of  sterile  pharmaceutical  pro- 
ducts", with  chairman  Dr  D.  J.  G.  Davies 
and  speakers  Dr  J.  B.  Kay,  Department 
of  Health,  G.  O.  Boyd,  Smith  and  Nephew 
Ltd,  and  Dr  F.  Spooner,  Boots  Co  Ltd. 
During  the  history  of  pharmacy  session  on 
September  13,  Dr  F.  C.  Tring  will  speak 
on  "Thomas  Holloway  and  his  patent 
pills".  Dr  P.  A.  B.  Raffle,  London  Trans- 
port's chief  medical  officer,  has  been 
named  as  an  additional  speaker  for  the 
symposium  on  "Drugs  and  driving"  on 
September  16. 

Discontinued  aftershaves 
catch  out  chemists 

Unicliffe's  men's  aftershaves — Hai  Karate, 
Censored  and  Casablanca — have  been 
withdrawn,  but  according  to  information 
reaching  C&D  from  subscribers,  not  all 
chemists  have  been  made  aware  of  the 
fact.  One  learned  of  the  decision  only 
after  the  brands  appeared  at  cut  price  in 
a  cash-and-carry  outlet  at  a  price  leading 
him  to  believe  they  would  soon  be  on  sale 
on  market  stalls. 

Uniclifie  confirm  that  the  remaining 
stock  has  been  sold  to  two  unnamed  buy- 
ers, but  state  that  their  representatives 
had  offered,  as  usual,  to  take  back  sur- 


plus gift  stock  after  last  Christmas — and 
had  taken  the  opportunity  to  inform  their 
customers  of  the  impending  withdrawal. 
Some  chemists,  however,  seem  to  have 
been  caught  unawares. 

Uniclifie  say  they  are  not  now  accepting 
applications  for  credit — and  it  is  not  part 
of  the  contract  with  the  two  buyers  that 
they  should  accept  returns  from  custo- 
mers. They  advise  chemists  still  holding 
stocks  to  "promote"  the  brands  by  offer- 
ing a  small  price  reduction  until  Christ- 
mas, when  any  remaining  packs  may  be 
"snapped  up". 

European  patents  start 

The  European  Patent  Convention  will 
come  into  force  on  October  7,  the  UK 
being  a  founder  member  of  the  Euro- 
pean Patent  Organisation.  A  European 
patent  office  to  be  opened  in  Munich  is 
expected  to  be  ready  to  receive  the  first 
applications  for  Europatents  on  June  1, 
1978.  There  will  be  a  branch  office  in  The 
Hague. 

Under  the  new  arrangements  a  single 
application  in  English,  French  or  German 
will  be  sufficient  to  secure  patent  protec- 
tion in  16  countries,  including  all  the 
members  of  the  EEC. 

Margin  control  criticised 

The  Retail  Consortium  has  expressed 
sharp  criticism  at  the  Government's  de- 
cision to  extend  margin  control  for  a 
further  year,  despite  the  absence  of  a 
clear  wage  limit.  It  points  out  that  as 
wage  costs  amount  to  more  than  50  per 
cent  of  retailers'  expenses,  and  appreciably 
more  in  the  case  of  smaller  traders,  it 
would  be  impossible  to  remain  within  the 
"straitjacket"  of  margin  control  in  the 
event  of  a  wages  free  for  all.  Prices  would 
have  to  rise  substantially  to  meet  the  cost 
of  any  significant  increases. 

Mr  Joseph  Godber,  MP,  chairman  of 
the  Consortium  said :  "The  present  pos- 
ture of  the  Government  will  seriously 
mislead  the  public  because  prices  cannot 
fail  to  continue  to  rise  if  wages  are  un- 
restrained". 


Hearing  aid  profits  low,  says 

Considerable  disparity  between  the  manu- 
facturing cost  of  a  private  hearing  aid — 
often  about  £22 — and  the  £116  which  the 
customer  pays  for  fitting,  purchase  and 
after-sales  service,  is  reported  by  the  Price 
Commission. 

"The  Prices  of  Privately  Prescribed 
Hearing  Aids"  (Price  Commission  Report 
28,  HM  Stationery  Office,  £0  80)  published 
recently  points  out,  however,  that  profits 
in  the  industry  are  modest:  for  the  £116 
paid  by  the  customer,  the  manufacturers' 
and  retailers'  net  profit  together  totalled 
less  than  £5.  The  industry's  unusual 
structure  —small  turnover,  a  static  market, 
proliferation  of  models,  high  advertising 
expenditure  by  some  large  firms  and  most 
sales  taking  place  in  homes  rather  than 
shops,  involving  considerable  travelling 
costs — produced  high  overheads  and  was 
the  main  reason  for  the  disparity  between 
the  manufacturing  cost  and  purchase 
price. 

The  report  found  that  in  general,  pro- 


Price  Commission 

fits  between  1973  and  1976  had  been 
modest.  Manufacturers'  net  profits  were 
about  4  to  5  per  cent  and  tending  to  fall. 
Prices  had  not  moved  out  of  line  with 
inflation.  The  price  of  imported  aids,  was 
high  and  in  line  with  sterling  deprecia- 
tion, but  profits  were  under  5  per  cent. 
Large  retailers  obtained  custom  primarily 
through  intensive  advertising,  says  the 
report,  and,  because  of  high  overheads, 
some  tended  to  offer  less  effective  after- 
sales  support.  Profits  fell  over  the  three 
years — from  about  3  5  to  15  per  cent. 

Smaller  businesses  relied  less  on  ad- 
vertising, provided  a  more  personal  ser- 
vice, and  in  many  cases  offered  discounts. 
Prices  were  notably  lower  than  those  of 
large  retailers  and  those  small  businesses 
employing  a  "dispenser"  had  higher  sales 
than  those  who  did  not.  The  Commission 
recommend  that  prospective  buyers  go 
to  more  than  one  firm  before  making  a 
decision,  and  to  look  particularly  at  the 
aftersales  service  offered  in  the  price. 
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Ever  since  the  manufacture  of 
the  first  insulin  preparation  in  1923,  we 
have  been  concerned  with  producing 
insulins  of  the  highest  quality.  Today  we 
supply  a  wide  range  of  insulins  with  a 
service  to  accompany  them— a  service 
that  includes  booklets  and  cards  for 
patients,  and  note  pads  and  wall  charts 
for  you.  If  you  have  any  queries,  our 
representative  is  on  hand  to  provide 
quick,on-the-spot  help  and  advice. 
If  you  would  like  to  know  more  about 
the  Wellcome*  Insulins  Service,  please 
fill  in  the  coupon  and  post  it  to  us. 

Specify  Wellcome  Insulins 

for  the  product-and  the  service. 


Full  information  is  available  on  request. 
Wellcome  Medical  Division 
The  Wellcome  Foundation  Ltd. 
Wellcome  Berkhamsted,  Herts 

'Trade  Mark 

 1 

I  would  like  to  receive  further  details  of  the 
Wellcome  Insulins  Service.  Please  arrange  for  your 
representative  to  visit  me. 

Name  

Address  of  Retail  Pharmacy  


Best  time  for  visit. 


Wellcome 

Insulins 

Service 
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Prices  are  very 
competitive  for 
the  nationwide 


Mr.  Anthony  Kenworthy,  Ashe  Laboratories  Ltd.  Full-time  acting  distribution  manager,  spare-time  angler. 


Relax.  Let  Roadline  Trade  Routes  take  the  distribution 
strain.  With  75  branches  countrywide  providing  local 
collection  and  delivery  services.  With  an  interconnecting 
trunking  network.  With  cost-effectiveness. 

Example:  Ashe  Laboratories  Ltd. 

The  company  makes  a  wide  range  of  pharmaceutical, 
veterinary  and  toilet  preparations.  Distributing  its 
products  to  wholesalers  and  retail  outlets  throughout  the 


country.  With  central  distribution  from  Littleborough  in 
Lancashire.  Using  Roadline  to  collect  and  deliver  90  per 
cent  of  its  traffic.  Consignments  vary  from  3-4  kg.  up  to 
5  tons.  Close  Roadline  liaison  means  regular  filling  of 
trailers  and  fast  changeovers.  Co-ordination  cuts  costs. 

Roadline  Trade  Routes.  Collecting  and  delivering 
pharmaceuticals  and  toiletries  throughout  the  U.K.  If 
that's  part  of  your  business,  ring  Roadline.  There's  a 
branch  in  your  area.  Or  contact  01-586  221 1. 


We  collect  ...we  deliver 


(?)  roadline 

TRADE  ROUTES 


Roadline  UK  Limited  A  member  company  of  the  National  Freight  Corporation. 
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Mr  Frank  Walsh,  FPSI,  president,  Phar- 
maceutical Society  of  Ireland,  has  been 
nominated  by  the  Society  to  contest  the 
Senate  elections  on  the  cultural  and  edu- 
cational panel.  A  native  of  Mayo  Abbey, 
co  Mayo,  Mr  Walsh  is  a  member  of  the 
Joint  EEC  Pharmaceutical  Committee  and 
a  founder  member  and  past  president  of 
the  Irish  Pharmaceutical  and  Medical 
Representatives'  Association.  His  mani- 
festo states  his  belief  that  increased 
government  commitment  in  preventive 
health  education  is  vital  to  develop  a  posi- 
tive public  attitude  to  health,  especially 
smoking,  alcohol  and  "life-style".  For 
pharmacists,  doctors  and  nurses,  he  advo- 
cates greater  emphasis  on  community 
health  at  undergraduate  level. 

Deaths 

Fay:  On  July  4,  Mr  Max  ("Mark")  Fay, 
FPS,  Boscombe,  Bournemouth,  Dorset. 
Mr  Fay  qualified  in  1929. 

/.  Barrie  Thompson  writes:  "There  are 
many  members  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society's  Dorset  Branch  who  knew  Mark 
Fay  longer  than  I  did.  There  are  many 
others  eminently  more  qualified  than  I  to 
record  the  immense  beneficial  influence 
his  work  had  on  the  branch  as  a  whole, 
through  sheer  hard  work  and  determina- 
tion. However,  I  have  chosen  to  write 
these  few  lines  to  commemorate  the  pass- 
ing of  a  pharmacist  whose  life  was  phar- 
macy, because  on  many  occasions  he  has 
been  a  great  source  of  inspiration  to  my- 
self and  others.  He  was  an  active  member 
of  the  branch  for  more  than  30  years, 
even  being  present  at  this  year's  annual 
meeting  still  brimming  with  sound  advice. 
He  naturally  held  every  executive  position 
in  the  branch  with  distinction,  and  during 
his  years  of  intense  activity  managed  to 
sweep  aside  the  prejudices  of  colour,  creed 
and  class  in  many  successful  ventures 
which  united  the  members  under  the  com- 
mon banner  of  pharmacy,  for  which  he 
was  designated  a  Fellow  of  the  Society,  a 
distinction  he  deserved  and  treasured.  His 
passing  is  an  undoubted  loss  to  us  all, 
particularly  his  wife  Nan  and  his  pharma- 
cist daughter  Janet,  to  whom  we  convey 
our  deepest  sympathy,  but  his  name  will 
live  forever  in  the  Bournemouth  area." 


Topical  reflections 

BY  XRAYSER 


Help  and  advice 

In  an  address  to  a  luncheon  meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Marketing  Club 
recently  (C&D,  July  9,  p45)  the  new  president  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
(Mrs  Estelle  Leigh)  expressed  the  view  that  the  industry's  marketing  and 
advertising  specialists  do  very  little  to  help  the  general  practice  pharmacist 
in  his  work  of  advising  patient  and  doctor.  I  have  had  a  good  many  years  of 
experience  of  interviewing  representatives  who,  like  people  in  all  walks  of 
life,  vary  considerably.  I  must  confess  to  being  more  favourably  disposed 
toward  those  who  have  qualifications  other  than  those  produced  by  a  crash 
course  in  the  particular  product  being  detailed. 

For  many  years  most  of  those  who  called  had  a  pharmaceutical 
qualification  and  were  highly  knowledgeable  and  informative.  One  might 
have  expected  that  the  blossoming  of  the  National  Health  Service  would 
have  produced  even  higher  standards,  but  for  a  variety  of  reasons  that  was 
not  so.  It  soon  became  evident  that  the  focus  of  "selling"  had  changed  from 
the  pharmacist  to  the  physician.  The  latter  was  in  a  position  to  dispose  of 
large  quantities  of  drugs,  many  of  them  of  a  very  potent  nature  and  thus 
unsuited  to  the  pharmacist  as  "recommended"  medicines,  and  most 
exhibiting  what  is  euphemistically  referred  to  as  "price  structure" 
considerably  above  the  average  purse.  It  also  began  to  appear  that  the 
market  was  becoming  highly  competitive  and  that  the  calls  of  representatives 
at  the  pharmacy  were  in  the  nature  of  market-research  of  a  commercial  kind 
rather  than  the  informative  professional  help  we  had  known  over  the  years. 

A  former  representative  told  the  meeting  that  his  experience  had  been  that 
many  general  practice  pharmacists  did  not  want  to  see  the  representative. 
The  marketing  and  advertising  specialists  to  whom  Mrs  Leigh  referred  may 
have  contributed  to  that  situation.  It  does  not  add  to  the  value  of  such  a 
meeting  if  the  representative  is  accompanied  by  what,  for  want  of  a  better 
name,  I  can  only  regard  as  an  advertising  specialist,  whose  principal  concern 
is  to  try  to  discover  how  rival  products  compare  with  his  own;  which  are 
prescribed;  in  what  quantities,  and  how  often.  And,  in  what  packs  do  I  buy 
the  products  and  how  frequently?  That  has  been  my  lot  increasingly  in 
recent  years.  The  inquirer  goes  away  empty  handed  and  disappointed.  It  is 
not  to  the  industry's  marketing  and  advertising  specialists  that  we  should 
look.  That  seems  to  me  to  be  the  wrong  department. 

Theft 

I  read  recently  an  account  of  pharmaceutical  disaster  some  140  years  ago. 
It  was,  in  fact,  a  page  from  the  cash-book  of  an  establishment  which  had 
opened  only  a  year  or  two  earlier,  and  that  page  contained  the  sad  news 
that  there  had  been  a  break-in  and  the  week's  cash,  amounting  in  all  to  the 
sum  of  £10  12s  had  been  stolen.  That,  I  have  no  doubt,  was  a  severe  blow 
to  the  owner,  and  I  would  not  like  to  hazard  a  guess  as  to  the  value  of  the 
sum  today.  But  breaking  and  entering  of  pharmacies  is  happening  with 
alarming  frequency  today,  the  principal  attraction  being,  apparently,  the 
controlled  drug  cabinet,  which  seems  to  pose  few  problems  for  the  criminal. 
Not  only  are  the  intruders  expert  in  the  opening  of  the  cabinets,  but  ordinary 
(and  even  extraordinary)  precautions  in  the  way  of  securing  the  premises 
are  no  deterrent. 

There  can  be  little  doubt  that  tne  publicity  given  to  drugs,  in  news  and 
fiction,  has  stimulated  interest,  and  the  tragic  thing  is  that  the  stolen  goods 
find  their  way  into  a  lucrative  and  unhealthy  market.  It  still  seems  to  many 
pharmacists  that  the  herding  of  all  the  stocks  together  in  one  cupboard 
makes  the  task  of  the  thief  relatively  simple.  On  the  other  hand,  it  probably 
limits  the  area  of  destruction,  and  that  may  be  a  little,  if  small,  consolation. 
For  the  pharmacist,  it  is  a  shattering  experience. 
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CSM  to  investigate  products 
containing  clioquinol 


The  Committee  on  Safety  of  Medicines  is 
to  investigate  Enterovioform,  containing 
250  mg  clioquinol,  following  recent  Press 
publicity  and  a  question  in  the  Commons. 

In  Japan,  the  product  has  been  found 
to  cause  subacute  myelo  optic  neuro- 
pathy (SMON)  but  Ciba-Geigy,  manu- 
facturers of  Enterovioform,  believe  the 
disease  to  be  peculiar  to  Japan.  A  spokes- 
man said  the  number  of  demonstrated 
side  effects  in  the  UK,  when  used  in  the 
recommended  dosage,  is  exceptionally 
low.  "No  confirmed  cases  of  SMON  have 
been  reported  in  the  UK". 

The  Sunday  Times  claims  to  have  sent 
evidence  to  the  Committee  which  suggests 
that  the  drug  may  cause  serious  side 
effects  in  Europeans.  "Expert  appraisal  is 
necessary  because  the  side  effects  are 
similar  to  the  effects  of  some  naturally 
occurring  diseases  such  as  multiple 
sclerosis".  The  newspaper  reporter,  Oliver 
Gillie,  says  the  evidence  from  Ciba-Geigy 
details  two  studies  which  provide  their 
best  evidence  that  the  drugs  are  effective. 
Part  of  the  research  is  no  longer  relevant, 
Mr  Gillie  says,  because  it  is  based  on 
dosages  no  longer  permitted — "they  are 
now  considered  potentially  unsafe". 

A  spokesman  for  Boots  Co  Ltd,  manu- 
factures of  Entosan,  a  similar  preparation 
to  Enterovioform,  said  the  company  had 
not  been  approached  by  the  Committee 
on  Safety  of  Medicines  but  would  act 
immediately  upon  such  an  approach. 
□  Oralcer,  a  mouth  ulcer  pellet  contain- 
ing 35  clioquinol  is  to  contain  a  warn- 
ing in  its  explanatory  leaflet  to  the  effect 
that  treatment  should  be  discontinued  for 
ten  days  after  40  tablets  (two  packets) 
have  been  used  continuously.  A  spokes- 
man for  Vitabiotics  Ltd  told  C&D  that  it 
was  a  precaution  following  adverse 
clioquinol  publicity  but  the  product  con- 
tained i  lower  dose  than  holiday  diarrhoea 
products. 

Sudden  deaths  after 
dextropropoxyphene 

.  further  warning  on  dextropropoxyphene 
toxicity  is  made  by  the  Birmingham 
Coroner,  Dr  R.  Whittington,  in  last  week's 
British  Medical  Journal.  There  is  special 
emphasis  on  the  rapidity  of  death  follow- 
ing overdosage  and  the  enhancement  of 
the  toxicity  by  alcohol  (see  also  C&D, 
March  19,  p389). 

Dr  Whittington  reviews  several  cases 
of  dextropropoxyphene  overdosage, 
mainly  involving  Distalgesic,  in  which  death 
was  due  to  severe  respiratory  failure  and 
occurred  within  30  to  40  minutes.  Alcohol 
consumption  with  its  additive  depressant 
effect  on  respiratory  function  was  often  a 
contributory  factor. 

The  Coroner  notes  that  Distalgesic  is 


being  prescribed  more  frequently  on  the 
assumption  that  it  is  safe,  with  a  corres- 
ponding disregard  for  the  recommended 
dosage.  One  case  reviewed  was  prescribed 
three  tablets  every  two  hours — more  than 
double  the  recommended  dose.  The 
author  adds  that  the  average  age  at  death 
from  Distalgesic  overdosage  is  36  1 
whereas  for  all  types  of  overdosage  it  is 
57  4,  and  stresses  the  danger  for  younger 
people. 

Department  issues  warning 
on  perhexiline  maleate 

The  Committee  on  Safety  of  Medicines 
has  issued  a  warning  about  the  use  of 
perhexiline  maleate  (Pexid)  in  the  treat- 
ment of  angina.  A  warning  leaflet  in  the 
Adverse  Reactions  series  has  been  sent 
to  all  practising  doctors,  dentists  and 
hospital  and  retail  pharmacists  in  the  UK. 
The  Committee  states  that  it  has  received 
reports  that  patients  treated  with  per- 
hexiline maleate  have  developed  peripheral 
neuropathy  (loss  of  sensation  and-or 
muscle  weakness  in  the  limbs).  Abnormal- 
ities of  liver  function,  hypoglycaemia  and 
considerable  weight  loss  have  also  been 
reported.  The  patient  usually  recovers  if 
the  drug  is  promptly  withdrawn  at  the 
onset  of  symptoms  or  signs. 

Recently  the  Committee  has  been  in- 
formed of  a  considerable  number  of  ad- 
verse reactions  outside  the  UK,  mainly  in 
France,  where  the  drug  is  more  widely 
prescribed  than  it  is  in  this  country  and 
where  it  has  been  on  sale  for  four  years. 
Doctors  are  being  asked  to  report  to  the 
Committee  any  suspected  adverse  reactions 
occurring  in  patients  treated  with  this 
preparation. 

WHO  finds  no  direct  Depo- 
provera  link  with  cancer 

The  World  Health  Organisation  con- 
cludes that  existing  information  does  not 
show  a  direct  relationship  between  Depo- 
provera  injection  and  cervical  cancer. 

The  long-acting  injection  together  with 
similar  compounds  is  under  investigation 
as  a  three-monthly  contraceptive  as  part 
of  WHO's  special  programme  of  research, 
development  and  research  training  in 
human  reproduction.  The  US  Food  and 
Drug  Administration  has  not  yet  made  a 
decision  regarding  its  general  use  as  a 
contraceptive,  following  studies  in  which 
beagles  given  excess  doses  developed 
breast  nodules.  WHO  noted  however  that 
in  similar  experiments  with  monkeys  no 
breast  disorders  occurred  and  no  reports 
of  human  breast  abnormalities  have  been 
attributed  to  prolonged  use  of  the  drug. 

The  WHO  Task  Force  on  long-acting 


Systemic  Agents  for  the  Regulation  of 
Fertility,  the  reviewing  body,  say  it  was 
reported  that  the  compound  has  been  in 
use  since  the  early  1960s  to  treat  various 
conditions  including  cancer.  It  is  marketed 
in  68  countries.  The  Force  said  the  FDA 
Obstetrics  and  Gynaecology  Advisory 
Committee  have  recommended  on  two 
occasions  that  the  drug,  already  available 
in  the  US  for  non-contraceptive  use,  be 
approved  as  a  contraceptive.  The  Force 
also  considered  a  number  of  studies  show- 
ing a  delay  in  return  of  fertility  after 
discontinuation  of  the  drug  but  it  says 
there  is  no  evidence  that  the  drug  causes 
permanent  infertility. 

Commercial  production  of 
saccharin  alternative 

An  artificial  sweetener  claimed  to  be  six 
times  sweeter  than  saccharin  and  2,000 
times  sweeter  than  sugar  has  been  pro- 
duced commercially  by  the  Weizmann 
Institute  of  Science,  Israel. 

Neohesperidin  dihydrochalcone  (Neo- 
DHC)  is  produced  from  naringin  found  in 
grapefruit  peel.  It  was  originally  dis- 
covered by  US  Department  of  Agriculture 
researchers  in  the  early  1960s.  Israeli  re- 
searchers, under  contract  to  the  Jaf-Ora 
Company,  designed  a  plant  for  manu- 
facturing the  product.  Neo-DHC  is  await- 
ing clearance  by  the  US  Food  and  Drug 
Administration,  according  to  the  com- 
pany, but  no  harmful  effects  have  been 
discovered  so  far. 

The  product  has  a  distinct  long-lasting 
after-taste  and  among  its  initial  applica- 
tions are  expected  to  be  pharmaceuticals, 
mouthwashes,  toothpastes  and  soft  drinks. 
It  is  claimed  to  be  calorie-free. 

Beta  blocker  improves 
musical  performance 

Results  from  tests  held  at  the  Wigmore 
Hall,  London,  last  month,  have  shown 
improved  performance  in  25  student 
musicians  who  took  a  beta-adrenergic 
blocker  according  to  national  Press  re- 
ports. The  beta  blocker  has  been  referred 
to  in  reports  as  the  "panic  pill".  Dr  Ian 
James,  chief  pharmacologist  at  the  Royal 
Free  Hospital,  told  C&D  the  initial  re- 
sults were  "very  encouraging".  He  hoped 
the  full  results  would  be  published  in  a 
leading  medical  journal  in  the  near  future. 
He  also  said  that  the  40mg  doses  of  the 
drug  used,  oxprenolol,  were  lower  than 
those  used  in  previous  studies  and  that 
they  had  measured  ECG  changes,  heart 
rate,  blood  pressure  and  musical  perform- 
ance in  this  double-blind  study. 

Vernon  Powell's  show 

Unfortunately  the  information  about  the 
Vernon  Powell  Christmas  trade  shows 
appeared  under  the  wrong  heading  (C&D, 
July  2,  p28).  This  might  have  caused  some 
confusion  and  for  retailers  who  missed 
the  shows  the  Christmas  gift  products 
will  be  on  display  at  the  company's  head 
offices  at  Verona  House,  54  Selsdon  Road, 
South  Croydon,  Surrey  CR2  6XE,  from 
now  until  December,  during  normal  office 
hours.  Evening  viewing  is  available  by 
appointment. 


Heinz  baby  food 
outsells  the  nearest 
competitor  by  4  to  1 


because 


*  Only  Heinz  offer  a  choice  of  cans  and  jars. 

*  Heinz  sell  faster,  per  variety,  than  any  other  brand. 

*  Heinz  backs  the  retailer  with  90%  of  all  the  advertising 
placed  in  the  baby  food  category. 

Now,  because  mothers  asked  for  thei 

30Z  Starters. 

For  the  start  of  mixed  feeding 

*  70%  of  mothers  wanted  this  smalle 
size  to  begin  the  change  to  mixed 
diet. 

*  5  Tasty  choices: 
Bone  and  Vegetable  Broth 
Chicken  and  Vegetable  Broth 
Egg  Custard  with  Rice 
Fruit  Dessert 
Banana  Dessert 

*  Packed  in  2-doz  cartons. 

*  Profit  yield  up  to  24%. 

*  Supported  by  millions  of  coupons 
in  mothercraft  magazines. 


,  Chicken  & 
stable  broth 


******  MgAi 


*  Only  Heinz  send  over  half  a  million  free  samples  in 
Bounty  Parcels  to  new  mothers  every  year. 

*  Heinz  prices  have  increased  less  quickly  than  those  of 
any  other  brand. 

re're  introducing  two  new  ranges* 


73Aoz  Growing-Up 
Meals* 

For  youngsters  of  15  months  and  over 

*  An  enormous  new  market  (600 
million  serving  opportunities 

a  year). 

*  New  range  of  consumer-tested 
bite-sized  main  meals. 

*  4  Appetising  varieties: 
Vegetable  and  Beef  Dinner 
Pork  Dinner  with  Vegetables  and 
Macaroni 

Lamb  Dinner  with  Vegetables 
Beef  Dinner  with  Carrots  and 
Spaghetti  Shells 

*  Profit  yield  up  to  24%. 

*  Launch  advertising  includes  lOp 
coupon  in  mothercraft  magazines. 


GROWING-UP 
MEALS 


5> 


Meet  the 
consumer  demand 


Sen  chfc^ 
dinner 


sell  Heinz* 
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New  products 
and  packs 


Cosmetics  and  toiletries 

Marmara  from  Dana 

Dana  Perfumes  have  introduced  a  new 
fragrance  to  the  UK  market — Marmara, 
launched  into  Europe  two  years  ago,  it 
is  described  as  "a  fragrance  with  citrus 
overtones  and  Mediterranean  floral  notes ; 
young,  fresh  and  ideally  suited  to  the 
modern  market".  Marmara  is  available  as 
an  eau  de  toilette  in  an  8  ft*  oz  splasher 
(£15-50),  a  4  fl  oz  splasher  (£10  30)  and  a 
4  fl  oz  air  actuated  refillable  spray  (£12  50). 
A  counter  display  stand  is  available  vvhich 
holds  24  handbag  size  loz  sprays  (£175) 
and  which  features  a  header  board  bear- 
ing the  message,  ".  .  .  it's  the  fabulous 
fragrance  Marmara  by  Dana  .  .  ."  (Dana 
Perfumes  Ltd,  7  Conduit  Street,  London 
W1R  9TG). 

Footcare 

Homy  Ped's  autumn  range 

The  Homy  Ped  autumn  range  of  exercise 
sandals,  soon  to  be  sold  in,  have  the 
accent  on  fashion.  There  are  four  new 
styles,  in  sizes  3  to  7. 

Exclusive  is  an  "elegant"  sandal, 
designed  by  Charles  Jourdan,  with  a  simu- 
lated leather  upper  on  a  cork  layer  wedge 
base,  and  comes  in  black,  toffee  and 
Cheyenne  colours  (£12-99).  Chloe  is  a 
wedge  sandal  in  brown  or  smokey  blue 
silky  velour  decorated  with  an  embroidered 
leaf  pattern  in  contrasting  cottons  (£8-99). 
Jane  is  a  simpler  version  of  Chloe  in  plain 


cord  velour  in  honey,  red  or  black  (£7-99). 
Teddies  are  slippers  with  a  modified  Homy 
Ped  contoured  sole  and  are  for  bedroom 
wear.  One  version  has  a  slight  wedge  heel 
covered  with  a  soft  fleece  in  fawn  or  olive 
green  (£6-99);  the  other  is  a  flat  slipper 
with  long  red  or  yellow  fleece  (£5-99).  The 
new  range  will  be  advertised  in  Woman, 
Woman's  Own,  Woman's  Realm,  She, 
Cosmopolitan,  Honey,  19,  and  Radio 
Times  from  October  (Wilkinson  Sword 
Ltd,  Sword  House,  High  Wycombe,  Bucks 
HP  13  6EJ). 

Household 

Jenks  test  sanitisers 

Jenks  Brothers  Ltd  have  been  appointed 
to  test  market,  through  selected  hardware 
and    chemist    outlets,    two  disinfectants 
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manufactured  by  G.  H.  Wood  &  Co,  a 
Canadian  based  company. 

The  double  action  dustbin  sanitiser 
(£0-85)  comes  in  a  200g  aerosol  and  is 
effective  against  Gram  positive  and  Gram 
negative  organisms.  It  can  be  used  on 
soiled  dustbins  and  their  contents,  draining 
boards  and  kitchen  tables  and  for  disinfec- 
ting telephones  and  toilet  seats. 

The  Ozium  air  sanitiser  (£0-95)  is  said 
to  contain  500  measured  sprays  which  can 
float  for  over  two  hours  in  a  closed  room, 
making  it  particularly  effective  in  both 
reducing  airborne  bacteria  and  removing 
odours  (Jenks  Brothers  Ltd,  Castle  House, 
Desborough  Road,  High  Wycombe,  Bucks). 


on  TV 
next  week 

Ln — London;  M — Midlands;  Lc — Lancashire; 
Y — Yorkshire;  Sc — Scotland;  WW — Wales  and 
West;  So — South;  NE — North-east,  A — Anglia; 
U — Ulster;  We — Westward;  B — Border; 
G — Grampian;  E — Eireann;  CI — Channel  Island. 

All  Fresh:  Ln,  Lc,  Sc,  WW,  So,  We,  G 
Anadin:  All  areas 
Babettes:  All  except  U,  E,  Lc,  M 
Crest:  All  except  G,  E 
Dentu-creme:  All  except  E 
Elastoplast:  All  except  E 
Germolene:  Sc,  WW 

Head  &  Shoulders:  All  except  We,  B,  E,  CI 
Optrex:  A 

Recital:  All  except  E 

Poly  Simply  Sensational:  Ln,  So,  M,  WW, 

We 

Setlers:  All  except  E 
Sweetex:  All  except  CI 
Three  Wishes:  All  areas 
Vitarich:  Lc 


Shopfitting 
&  equipment 

Bench  hotplate 

The  latest  addition  to  the  standard  hot- 
plate range  from  Voss  Instruments  Ltd, 
Faraday  Works,  High  Street,  Maldon, 
Essex  CM9  7EY,  is  a  5  in  bench  type 
HP/C  (£20  ex  VAT)  with  a  400  watt 
aluminium  cast  hotplate.  A  stainless  steel 
splash-plate  is  claimed  to  prevent  spillage 
to  the  base  interior  and  a  red  pilot  lamp 
shows  when  the  instrument  is  switched 
on.  The  16  x  16  cm  case  weighs  2  kg. 
For  more  accurate  temperature  control  an 
adjustable  contact  thermometer  and  relay 
can  be  fitted  (£26  ex  VAT  extra). 

Multiple  magnetic  stirrer 

The  multiple  electromagnetic  stirrer  3300 
(MEMS)  and  companion  control  cabinet 


(£13,200  $  excluding  CIF  and  VAT,  beakers 
extra)  enable  the  user  to  stir  up  to  30 
different  solutions,  individually  or  simul- 
taneously, at  the  same  speed,  temperature, 
and  duration  for  consistent  results,  accord- 
ing to  Fieldtech  Ltd,  2  maintenance  area, 
Heathrow  Airport,  Hounslow,  Middlesex 
(agents  for  EDMAC  Associates,  the  manu- 
facturer). Each  beaker  is  individually 
stirred  by  a  bar  magnet  and  that  is 
claimed  to  eliminate  solution  carry-over 
from  beaker  to  beaker. 

The  stirrer,  encased  in  stainless  steel, 
may  be  immersed  in  a  water  bath  up  to 
180°F,  for  added  temperature  control. 
The  control  cabinet  has  a  10  ft  cable  for 
remote  stirring  control.  Other  features  in- 
clude speed  adjustment  from  50-1,000 
rpm  and  magnet  rotation  in  a  clockwise 
or  counter  clockwise  direction. 

Showcase  prices  drop 

Price  reductions  have  been  announced  by 
Beautiline  Tubex  Ltd,  2  Upton  Road, 
Somers  Road  Industrial  Estate,  Rugby,  on 
an  extensive  range  of  top  quality  retail 
display  cases,  service  counters,  cashpoints 
and  merchandising  units.  Prices  which  pre- 
viously started  at  £125,  now  start  at  £75. 
This  reduction  has  been  achieved  with- 


out any  changes  in  product  quality,  in 
materials  used,  or  in  the  method  of  con- 
struction. The  units  will  continue  to  be 
built  to  order  within  a  basic  seven-day 
delivery  programme.  The  company  has 
introduced  a  standard  range  based  on  the 
676  unit  specifications  in  greatest  demand 
from  a  wide  variety  of  retailing  activities. 
In  effect,  "the  range  has  been  designed  by 
retailers  themselves".  High  volume  produc- 
tion of  eight  basic  styles,  in  three  sizes — 
with  various  permutations  of  aluminium 
frame,  glass,  laminated  panels  and  coloured 
felt  liners — has  enabled  Beautiline  to  re- 
duce prices. 

Somweave  material 

Somic  Ltd,  Preston,  Lanes,  have  produced 
Somweave,  a  background  material  for  shop 
window  displays,  woven  from  kraft  paper. 

The  fabric,  claimed  to  be  hard  wearing, 
can  be  either  open  or  closely  woven  and 
can  be  dip-treated  to  various  degrees  of 
stiffness  or  given  a  flame  resistant  finish. 
It  can  also  be  produced  with  a  tweed  or 
homespun  effect  or  specially  designed  to 
fit  the  customer's  own  requirements.  It  is 
normally  available  on  rolls  of  50  metres  in 
widths  between  90cm  and  145cm  and  can 
be  cleaned  by  wiping  with  a  sponge. 
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Not  only  a  better  ostomy  system... 


Hollister  produces  a  most  comprehensive  and 
technically  advanced  range  of  stoma  bags  and 
accessories.  In  the  last  few  years  they  have 
pioneered  many  developments  in  both  design 
and  materials  that  have  established  new 
standards  in  stoma  care. 

Hollister'  appliances  are  designed  to  restore 
the  self-confidence  and  independence  so 
important  to  the  patient  when  picking  up  the 
threads  of  a  nearly  normal  life  style.  You  can 


recommend  a  perfectly  fitting  bag  made  of 
odour-resistant  plastic  with  a  Karaya  Gum  Seal 
to  prevent  leakage  and  protect  sore  skin  when 
you  supply  Hollister  products.  You  can  also 
recommend  a  variety  of  adhesive  bags  and 
accessory  products. 

Hollister  bags  are  comfortable  to  wear,  secure, 
virtually  undetectable  in  everyday  use  and 
simplicity  itself  to  change.  But  that  is  only  part 
of  the  story. 


...also  a  better  service 


To  provide  the  vital  link  between  the  patients 
leaving  hospital  and  their  total  independence, 
we  have  our  own  Stoma  Advisory  Service. 
Specially  trained  nurses  are  available  to  you 
and  your  customers  to  advise  on  all  aspects  of 
stoma  care. 


In  support  of  this  personalised  service  we  also 
supply  literature  and  other  aids  to  help  patients 
to  deal  with  problems  they  encounter.  We 
need  your  help  to  make  this  service  widely 
available.  Together  we  could  help  a  lot  of 
people — ring  me  on  Sheerness  3371  (Ext.  334). 


Send  them  home  happy  with  HOLLISTER*  appliances. 


To  Abbott  Laboratories  Ltd,  Queenborough 
Kent  ME1 1  5 E  L. 

Please  send  me  more  information  on  the 
Hollister  range  of  ostomy  products. 


Name- 


Position- 
Address- 


HOLLISTER      ABBOTT  dJ 

•TRADE  MARKS  OF  HOLLISTER  INCORPORATED  CHICAGO  ILLINOIS  USA 
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Trade 
News 


The  flashed  packs 
of  Kotex  Simplicity 
press-on  towels 
offering  consumers 
art  deco  mirrors 


Leaking  Valium  ampoules 

The  Department  of  Health  has  informed 
Roche  Products  Ltd,  Broadwater  Road, 
Welwyn  Garden  City,  Her.s,  that  batches 
of  Valium  ampoules  20mg  have  been 
found  to  be  leaking  at  the  snap  mark. 
Pharmacists  are  asked  to  examine  all 
blue  spot  4ml  ampoules  of  Valium  20mg 
with  a  file-score  breakpoint  and  to  return 
for  replacement  all  supplies  of  batches 
containing  leaking  ampoules.  The  fault 
appears  to  be  due  to  the  increased  fragility 
of  the  glass  at  the  snap  point. 

Mydrilate  1  per  cent  shortage 

WB  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  PO  Box  23, 
Bracknell,  Berks  RG12  4YS,  regret  that 
Midrilate  eye  drops  1  per  cent  are  out  of 
stock  because  of  a  hold  up  in  supplies  of 
containers.  New  stocks  are  unlikely  to  be 
available  for  the  next  few  weeks.  Mean- 
while, however,  supplies  of  Mydrilate  eye 
drops  0-5  per  cent  are  unaffected,  and  as 
the  mydriatic  and  cycloplegic  effects  of 
Mydrilate  depend  on  total  dose  rather 
than  strength,  two  drops  of  the  0-5  solu- 
tion are  an  alternative  to  one  drop  of  1 
per  cent  solution. 

Norpace  100  capsules 

Searle  Laboratories,  Whalton  Road,  Mor- 
peth, Northumberland,  have  introduced 
Norpace  100  (100,  £6-08;  500,  £28-88 
trade).  Each  opaque  white-orange  capsule 
contains  disopyramide  phosphate  (128-8 
mg)  equivalent  to  lOOmg  disopyramide 
base,  and  is  marked  "Searle"  and  "123" 
on  body  and  cap. 

Tenderskin  tape 

The  Kendall  Company  (UK)  Ltd,  Colgate 
Palmolive  House,  76  Oxford  Street, 
London  W1A  1EN,  have  recently  intro- 
duced a  hypo-allergenic  tape,  Tenderskin, 
to  the  UK  market.  It  comes  in  six  boxes 
per  case  comprising  24  lin  rolls,  six  2in, 
12  lin  rolls  or  four  3in  rolls,  each  of  10 
yards  (£18-80  per  case,  hospital  price). 

Aspro  Clear  small  pack 

Nicholas  Laboratories  Ltd,  225  Bath 
Road,  Slough,  Berks  SL1  4AU,  have  intro- 
duced an  additional  pack  of  four  Aspro 
Clear  tablets  (£01 0). 

Kimberly-Clark's  two  offers 

Kimberly-Clark  Ltd,  Larkfield,  Maidstone, 
Kent,  are  offering  low  price  packs  of 
Kotex  Soft'n  Sure  to  grocery  and  chemist 
outlets  throughout  August.  The  promotion 
will  feature  pre-priced  packs,  retailing  at 
£0-29  for  a  size  1,  10s  pack  and  at  £0-32 
for  size  2,  10s. 

They  are  also  offering  a  cosmetic  easel 
mirror  for  £0-40  including   postage  on 


Kotex  Simplicity  1  and  2  packs  of  10.  The 
mirror,  in  a  choice  of  three  art-deco 
designs,  measures  102mm  by  76mm  and 
has  a  retail  value  of  £1-00.  The  offer  is 
available  to  all  users  who  send  proof  of 
purchase  (flashed  on  the  pack),  one  for 
each  mirror  ordered.  An  added  bonus  is 
a  5p  repeat  purchase  coupon  mailed  with 
each  mirror.  Closing  date  December  31. 

Last  Recital  burst 

In  the  twelve  months  since  the  relaunch  of 
Recital,  L'Oreal  (Golden  Ltd),  18  Bruton 
Street,  London  W1A  1BX,  have  allocated 
a  budget  of  £580,000  for  their  gel  formula 
hair  colourant,  to  be  spent  entirely  on 
television  advertising.  The  campaign  which 
started  in  Autumn  1976  comes  to  an  end 
with  the  airing  of  a  different  film  scheduled 
for  the  peak  summer  months.  Apart  from 
Eire,  where  the  film  will  not  be  screened 
until  August,  viewers  nationwide  will  have 
the  opportunity  to  see  the  new  30-second 
commercial  until  mid-August. 

Wella  alpine  competition 

Wella  Great  Britain  Ltd,  Wella  Road, 
Basingstoke,  Hants,  are  running  an 
"Alpine  holiday  competition"  on  their 
range  of  Alpine  medicated  shampoos. 
Designed  to  appeal  to  the  whole  family, 
the  competition  offers  a  first  prize  of  a 
week's  ski-ing  holiday  in  January  1978  at 
Lermoos,  Austria,  for  two  adults  and  up 
to  three  children,  incorporating  full  insur- 
ance, skis,  tuition  and  £100  spending 
money.  In  addition  there  will  be  20  secon- 
dary prizes  of  "Winter  break"  weekends, 
which  may  be  taken  in  one  of  the  Trust 
House  group  of  hotels  in  Great  Britain. 
All  95cc  and  175cc  bottles  of  Alpine  medi- 
cated shampoo  carry  a  perforated  flash  on 
the  label,  and  an  entry  form.  To  enter 
competitors  must  affix  either  one  175cc  or 
two  95cc  perforated  "Win  a  family  ski-ing 
holiday"  labels  to  an  entry  form,  place  the 
correct  year  beside  the  appropriate  town 
for  the  five  Winter  Olympics  listed  and 
then  complete  the  sentence,  "I  choose 
medicated  shampoos  because  .  .  ."  All 
entries  must  be  received  by  September  30. 

Johnson's  promotions 

Johnson's  baby  shampoo  and  baby  lotion 
are  joining  together  in  a  "first-ever" 
national  on-pack  promotion  to  be  run  by 


Johnson  &  Johnson  Ltd,  Slough,  Berks 
SL1  4EA.  The  promotion  is  aimed  strongly 
at  16-34  year  old  women,  says  the  com- 
pany, and  offers  a  £0-50  gift  voucher  in 
exchange  for  the  special  bottle  collars  and 
proof  of  purchase.  The  vouchers  can  be 
redeemed  for  records,  books,  stationery, 
magazines  and  many  other  items  at 
branches  of  W.  H.  Smith  and  John  Men- 
zies  (in  Scotland).  The  promotion  runs 
until  the  end  of  the  year. 

This  promotion  extends  and  reinforces 
the  television  advertising  campaigns  under- 
taken by  the  brands  this  year.  Over  £{m 
is  being  spent  on  the  television  campaign 
for  baby  powder,  says  the  company. 

Panache  price 

Lentheric  Morny  Ltd  say  the  price  of  the 
still  Panache  parfum  de  toilette  was  in- 
correctly supplied  as  £1-85  last  week  (p82). 
The  correct  price  is  £1-80. 

Sponge  distribution 

Valencienne  Ltd,  Valencienne  House,  10 
Ellingfort  Road,  London  E8  3PS,  have 
been  appointed  sole  distributors  through- 
out the  UK  for  the  Frina  and  MM  range 
of  sponges  from  Meyer  and  Myer  Market- 
ing Ltd.  The  appointment  is  effective  from 
July  25. 

Wilkinson  offer  extended 

Wilkinson  Sword  Ltd,  Sword  House,  High 
Wycombe,  Bucks  HP  13  6EJ,  are  extending 
their  current  offer  of  a  Bonded  razor  plus 
two  blades  for  £0-29  until  the  end  of 
September.  Further  supplies  of  the  special 
pack  are  being  made  available  to  the 
trade  and  to  add  impetus  to  the  promo- 
tion, the  company  will  also  be  running  a 
television  campaign  in  all  areas  during 
August  and  September  featuring  a  new 
commercial. 

Robinsons  back  Nikini  products 

Robinsons  of  Chesterfield,  Wheat  Bridge 
Mills,  Chesterfield,  are  launching  a 
national  chemist  promotional  campaign  in 
August.  The  campaign,  which  gives  money- 
off  incentives  to  purchasers  of  Nikini  pads, 
Nikini  briefs  and  Pantie  towels  by  Nikini, 
will  run  until  the  end  of  September.  While 
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Most  vans  treat  you  like  part  of  the  load. 

Which  explains  why  the  owners  of  one  man 
businesses  find  it  hard  to  travel  in  a  style  that  befits 
their  position. 

It  also  explains  why  Toyota  introduced  the 
Corolla  Van. 

A  van  with  a  split  personality  if  ever  there 
was  one. 


In  the  back  end,  there's  47.5  cu.ft.of  nothil 
devoid  of  any  creature  comforts  at  all. 

It  has  no  sill  to  get  in  the  way  when  you'j 
loading.  So  it'll  take  a  full  load  of  9.7 cwt.  without 
breaking  its  back  or  yours. 

Up  front,  from  the  built-in  head  restraint; 
to  the  cigarette  lighter,  the  Corolla  Van  is  every  t 
as  comfortable  and  quiet  as  many  estate  cars. 

In  the  light  of  all  this,  may  we  suggest  you 
don  your  financial  director's  cap  and  propose  th 
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your  company  invests  in  a  Corolla  Van. 

If  you  have  any  trouble  finding  a  seconder 
to  your  proposal  (that'll  be  the  day)  remind 
yourself  that  the  Corolla's  1166  cc  engine  will  do 
30  mpg  on  low  grade  petrol. 

Tell  yourself  that  its  warranty  lasts  for 30,000 
miles  or  twelve  months  whichever  comes  first. 

Then  last,  but  most  important,  remember 
that  in  a  recent  independent  survey  of  20  different 
makes  of  car  registered  in'75  and'76,Toyotas  had  the 


fewest  breakdowns  and  needed  the  fewest  repairs. 

After  that  little  lot,  the  result  should  be  a 
foregone  conclusion. 

For  once  both  sides  of  industry  will  be 
thinking  as  one. 

TOYOTA 

Everything  keeps  going  right. 

For  further  information,  contact  the  Commercial  Sales 
Department, Toyota  (GB)  Ltd.,320  Purley  Way, Croydon  CR9  4HB.TeI:  01-681 1921 
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stocks  last  the  company  will  be  using 
flashed  packs  of  a  "special  offer"  on  10s 
packs  of  Pantie  Towels  by  Nikini  priced 
at  £0-29.  Merchandising  display  material 
will  be  provided  which  has  been  designed 
to  complement  the  black  and  gold  packag- 
ing of  the  product  and  includes  dump  bins, 
header  boards,  shelf  talkers  and  stack 
cards.  Nikini  pads  will  be  flashed  "Special 
offer — not  more  than  30p"  and  Nikini 
briefs  at  "not  more  than  84p". 

A  national  consumer  advertising  cam- 
paign will  run  in  consumer  magazines  and 
specialist  Press  until  the  end  of  December, 
and  is  geared  to  inform  three  specific 
groups  of  women  of  the  benefits  of  the 
Nikini  system — press-on  users  who  feel 
this  type  of  towel  does  not  offer  adequate 
protection ;  tampon  users  who,  because  of 
the  nature  of  their  periods,  find  tampons 
do  not  cope  adequately,  and  first-lime 
mothers  who  have  heavier  periods  after 
child  birth. 

Harmony  test  commercial 

A  test  commercial  for  Harmony  hair 
colourant  is  being  screened  in  the  York- 
shire and  Tyne  Tees  area  until  August. 
Elida  Gibbs  Ltd,  PO  Box  1DY,  Portman 
Square,  London  W1A  1DY,  say  that  the 
advertisement  shows  the  difference  between 
Harmony  and  permanent  colourants  and 
emphasises  the  simplicity  of  the  product. 
It  is  aimed,  they  add,  particularly  at  non- 
users  of  colourants.  Marketing  director, 
David  McCarthy  explained,  "Nearly  three 
women  in  four  don't  use  a  colourant 
because  they  wrongly  attribute  the  nega- 
tive points  of  permanent  colourants  to 
colourants  of  all  types.  However  research 
shows  that  millions  of  women  would  like 
to  use  an  'ideal'  product  that  would 
enhance  their  own  natural  colour  without 
the  disadvantages  of  permanent  colour- 
ants, but  they  don't  know  what  product  to 
use.  Our  commercial  shows  them  that 
Harmony  meets  their  needs  and  we  believe 
that  it  will  stimulate  a  major  increase  in 
consumer  sales." 

Optrex  promotions 

The  summer  is  a  time  of  high  promotional 
activity  for  Optrex  Ltd,  City  Wall  House, 
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Basing  View,  Basingstoke,  Hants  RG21 
2JP.  There  has  been  a  major  change  in 
direction  in  the  advertising  for  In  Step 
foot  deodorant  in  that  the  Press  is  being 
used  instead  of  television.  The  theme  for 
the  Press  advertisements,  which  will  appear 
in  the  Daily  Express,  Sun  and  News  of 
the  World,  is  based  on  "peditosis",  their 
word  for  really  bad  foot  odour,  and  dis- 
play material  has  been  designed  to  sup- 
port this  campaign. 

Over  £80,000  will  be  spent  in  advertis- 
ing Eye  Dew  during  the  second  half  of 
the  year  in  the  national  teenage  Press, 
cinema  and  radio.  This  will  be  supported 
by  "below-the-line"  promotional  activity 
both  through  the  media  and  in  store  dis- 
play, and  a  bonusing  scheme  will  be 
linked  to  a  display  promotion. 

Optrex  eye  lotion  is  still  being  pro- 
moted on  television  and  two  radio  com- 
mercials are  being  broadcast  to  coincide 
with  peaks  in  the  pollen  count.  Display 
items  are  also  available  which  feature  a 
humourous  approach  to  the  problem  of 
tired  eyes — matchsticks  or  Optrex. 

Fiesta  goes  "quilted" 

Fiesta,  the  decorated  paper  kitchen  towel 
by  Bowater-Scott,  has  been  relaunched  as 
Quilted  Fiesta  following  two  years  of 
technical  development  designed  to  pro- 
duce a  towel  both  stronger  than  existing 
products  and  more  economical  in  use. 

The  new  manufacturing  process  bonds 
two  plies  of  soft  white  paper  together  with 
a  clear-cut  diamond  pattern,  which  during 
research  consumers  started  to  call 
"quilted" — a  term  that  Bowater-Scot  de- 
cided to  adopt.  The  bonding  process  and 
"quilting"  resulted  in  a  more  spongy  sheet 
with  improved  wet  and  dry  strength. 

Quilled  Fiesta  is  available  with  a  choice 
of  blue,  green,  orange,  or  light  brown 
"birds  and  fishes"  decoration.  On  average 
there  are  70  sheets  to  a  roll  with  a  sheet 
size  of  25  x  227  cm;  the  sheets  are  said 
to  absorb  two  and  a  half  times  their  own 
weight  in  water. 

Bowater-Scott  Corporation  Ltd,  68 
Knightsbridge,  London  SW1X  7LR,  will 
be  supporting  the  new  product  with  head- 
boards, shelf  strips  and  stack  cards.  A 
humourous  television  commercial  com- 
plete with  "custard  pie"  sequence  goes  out 
nationally  from  August  1  in  a  £250,000 
campaign.  Price  structure  is  as  for  the 
existing     Fiesta     towels,     which  have 


now  been  discontinued,  says  the  company. 

Bowater-Scott  are  looking  for  an  up- 
turn in  the  national  economy  to  stimulate 
an  increase  in  this  sector  of  the  paper 
products  market — which  has  been  in  de- 
cline for  the  past  year  or  two  as  house- 
wives seek  to  cut  out  non-essential  items 
from  their  shopping  list,  but  which  is  now 
showing  signs  of  recovery. 

Numark's  mother  and  baby 

Independent  Chemists  Marketing  Ltd,  51 
Boreham  Road,  Warminster,  Wilts  BA12 
9IU,  are  backing  their  national  "mother 
and  baby"  promotion  (C&D,  June  25, 
p927)  which  is  running  in  store  from  Aug- 
ust 15-27,  with  a  competition  entitled, 
"Win  your  baby's  weight  in  lOp  coins". 
Entrants  are  required  to  answer  ten  ques- 
tions about  1952  and  complete  the  follow- 
ing rhyme  in  not  more  than  nine  words; 
"Numark  give9  value  to  mothers-to-be, 
Aunties  and  uncles  and  the  whole  family, 
Next  time  you  go  shopping  look  out  for 
this  sign  .  .  .  ". 

The  mother  and  baby  promotion  will  be 
advertised  in  the  TV  Times  and  an  insert 
in  Mother  magazine  offering,  in  coupon 
form,  savings  totalling  over  £1-20  on 
Heinz  baby  food,  Mil-gard,  Infacare,  Mil- 
ton crystals,  Napisan,  Delrosa  syrups, 
Curity  Snugglers  and  Farex  Fingers.  The 
full  page  advertisement  in  the  TV  Times 
will  be  adjacent  to  a  half  page  advertise- 
ment depicting  an  exclusive  Numark- 
labelled  pack  of  Radox.  This  pack  will  be 
on  offer  at  £0-30  instead  of  £0-47. 

Main  lines  on  promotion  are  Johnson's 
baby  powder,  Heinz  baby  food  cans,  Sun- 
silk  hairspray,  Nusoft  disposable  nappy 
pads,  Elastoplast  Airstrip  and  fabric, 
Kotex  Simplicity  10s  and  20s,  Robinsons 
Barley  Water  and  Robinsons  Whole  fruit 
drink.  Supplementary  lines  include  Farley's 
rusks,  Nusoft  feeding  bottle  and  teats, 
Tender  Touch  roll,  Kotex  Brevia,  Palm- 
olive  soap  in  a  banded  pack  of  "buy  two 
get  one  free",  Johnson's  baby  lotion  and 
Matey  bubble  bath.  Optional  extras  in- 
clude Setlers,  Dinnefords  Magnesia  gripe 
mixture,  Alka  Seltzer  and  MD4. 

Bonus  offers 

Benson's  Marketing,  Benson  House,  Weir 
Road,  London  SW12.  Just  shampoo, 
bubble  and  herbal  bath.  14  as  12. 
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Now  we've  made  new  Lilia  towels 
softer,  they're  much  more  comfortable 
for  women  to  use.  And  a  lot  nicer  too, 
because  we've  also  made  them  prettier. 

Which  means  they're  a  far  better 
buy.  And  to  announce  the  event,  we've 
given  them  a  brand  new  pack,  with  a 


very  appealing  offer  for  your  customers 
-buy  two  packs  and  get  one  free. 

And  to  soften  you  up,  there's 
also  a  nice  trade  deal  for 
getting  well  stocked  up. 
Just  ask  your  Lilia- White 
representative. 
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Polaroid  boost  summer  sales 

A  "summer  sale"  promotion  enabling 
dealers  to  offer  £4  00  off  cameras  in  the 
Colour  Swinger  range  from  Polaroid  (UK) 
Ltd,  Ashley  Road,  St  Albans,  Herts,  will 
be  backed  by  local  Press  advertisements, 
which  are  obtainable  from  the  Polaroid 
promotions  department  together  with 
"camera  sale"  posters  and  camera 
crowners.  Dealers  place  the  advertisement 
in  the  local  paper,  and  display  the  poster 
and  camera  crowners  in  their  window.  On 
receipt  of  fully  completed  camera  regis- 
tration cards,  together  with  a  tearsheet  of 
the  local  advertisement  and  copy  invoice 
from  the  newspaper,  Polaroid  will  reim- 
burse dealers  with  cash  credits  as  follows: 
£4  00  for  each  camera  sold  at  £4  00  off; 
£20  for  each  8  in  X  2  column  advertise- 
ment inserted  in  the  local  Press  (up  to  a 
maximum  of  £60);  £30  for  each  11  in  X 
3  column  advertisement  inserted  in  the 
local  Press  (up  to  a  maximum  of  £90). 

The  company  feels  that  the  "summer 
sale"  promotion  means  big  savings  for 
customers  and  will  help  to  boost  dealer 
sales  of  Polaroid  cameras  in  these  impor- 
tant summer  months.  Claims  for  cash  cred- 
its should  reach  Polaroid  by  October  3. 

Polaroid  have  discontinued  their  "print 
from  print"  copy  service  because  many 
processing  laboratories  provide  a  similar 
service.  Display  material  is  available  from 
the  company  to  encourage  copy  printing. 

Libresse  carry-pack 

Sancella  Ltd,  consumer  division  of  Moln- 
lycke  Ltd,  Sancella  House,  Harpenden, 
Herts  AL5  4SR,  are  running  a  free  con- 
sumer offer  at  point  of  sale  on  Libresse 
towels.  Purchasers  of  either  size  pack  will 
receive  a  denim-coloured  carry  pack  for 
holding  two  towels.  The  pack  can  be  re- 
used and  will  be  supported  by  point  of 
sale  showcard  dispensers,  shelf  posters 
and  advertising  in  women's  magazines. 
The  promotion  will  be  available  only  to 
selected  chemists,  excluding  N.  Ireland. 

Elizabeth  Arden  invitation 

From  October  3  purchasers  of  a  60cc  jar 
of  Visible  Difference  (£9  50)  from 
Elizabeth  Arden  Ltd,  20  New  Bond  Street, 
London  W1A  2AE,  will  be  presented  with 
a  complimentary  collection  of  four  skin- 
care  products  in  a  travel  size  wallet. 
Called  "the  invitation  set",  it  is  valued  at 
£3  25  and  contains  55cc  bottles  of  Skin 
Deep  milky  cleanser  and  skin  tonic  and 
30cc  tubes  of  Velva  moisture  film  and 
eight  hour  cream. 

Arden's  autumn  mood 

The  make  up  mood  this  autumn  will 
feature  "Indian  summer"  colours  accord- 
ing to  Elizabeth  Arden  Ltd,  20  New  Bond 
Street,  London  W1A  2AE.  They  believe 
that  there  will  be  a  return  to  "classic 


femininity  in  beauty — a  translucent  com- 
plexion with  warm,  glowing  colours,  as 
seen  only  in  the  sunshine  on  an  early 
autumn  day".  The  Indian  summer  colours 
which  will  be  available  for  sale  from  Sep- 
tember 1  are  sultry  red,  mulberry  haze, 
gossamer  gold  and  brown  glow  in  lip- 
colours  (£0-95)  and  salon  formula  nail 
lacquers  (£0-80). 

Ashland  Chemical  Co  supplies 

A  recent  Trade  News  announcement 
(C&D,  July  2,  p28)  referred  to  Ashland 
Chemical  Co  as  an  overseas  principal  of 
A.  &  E.  Connock  (Perfumery  and  Cos- 
metics) Ltd.  Olefina  (UK)  Ltd,  Petrofina 
House,  York  Road,  London  SE1  7NT,  who 
hold  an  agency  for  Ashland  Chemical  Co 
for  products  including  Adol  66,  Adol  158 
and  Starfol  CG  wax,  have  indicated  that 
their  former  sub-agency  for  these  three 
products  with  A.  &  E.  Connock  ceased  on 
December  31,  1976.  The  latter  explain 
that,  while  not  being  the  official  agents, 
they  still  hold  some  remainder  stocks. 

Ritz  October  shades 

Charles  of  the  Ritz  Ltd,  Brook  House,  115 
Park  Lane.  London  W1Y  4EU,  will  be 
introducing  new  shades  for  eyes  and  lips 
for  sale  in  October  in  time  for  the  big 
fashion  change  which  they  see  coming 
this  autumn.  The  colours  are  said  to  "bal- 
ance and  complement  the  soft  browny 
neutrals  we  shall  be  wearing  this  season". 
The  Revenescence  pressed  eyeshadows 
include  two  toning  shades  in  each  com- 
pact (£2  80),  one  with  frosting  and  one 
without.  The  colours  are  blue  bird  and 
blue  sky,  leaf  green  and  lime  tree,  and 
taupe  and  golden  sun.  There  is  also  a  new 
shade  in  the  Revenescence  lipstick  range 
(£2  20)  called  brick,  which  has  a  matching 
protective  nail  colour.  And  the  company 
will  also  be  introducing  a  new  mascara, 
Ritz  Autolash  (£2  20).  It  is  said  that  the 
mascara  will  not  flake  or  smudge,  and  is 
rich  in  protein  so  that  it  conditions  and 
colour  lashes  at  the  same  time.  Available 
in  black,  brown,  blue  and  mauve. 


A  survey  put  together  for  the  August  issue 
of  Honey  &  Vanity  Fair  by  Alison  McKay 
and  beauty  editor,  Tina  Bowles,  looked  at 
the  make  up  habits  of  a  cross  section  of 
their  readers  (ABC  figures  for  July-Dec 
76  puts  circulation  at  192,510).  They  found 
that  kohl  pencils  have  caught  on  in  a  big 
way  and  52  per  cent  of  their  readers  said 
they  used  it,  the  most  popular  colour  being 
black.  This  trend  meant  that  eyeliners 
suffered — only  18  per  cent  still  use  it. 

Brown  eyeshadow  seemed  to  be  the 
favourite  of  79  per  cent,  despite  rumours 
that  blue  is  the  most  popular,  but  blue, 
navy  grey  and  silver  are  still  used  by  70 
per  cent.  The  competition  between  cream 
and  powder  eye  shadow  seemed  about 
even,  with  39  per  cent  preferring  cream 
formulations  and  35  per  cent  using  pow- 
der. 77  per  cent  of  the  readers  used  mainly 
black  with  thickening  fibres,  but  only  3 
per  cent  still  wear  false  eyelashes.  Eye- 
brow pencil  has  made  something  of  a 
comeback  recently  and  30  per  cent  of 
Honey  readers  use  a  brown  one. 

The  favourite  lipstick  colour  seemed  to 
be  plum,  with  reds,  particularly  browny 
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Autumn  Maxl  campaign 

A  television  campaign  for  Maxi  make-up 
from  Max  Factor  Ltd,  16  Old  Bond  Street, 
London  W1A  3AH,  will  break  nationwide 
on  September  12  for  four  weeks.  The  cam- 
paign, which  is  costing  the  company 
£300,000,  consists  of  three  commercials 
for  Maxi  Lash  mascara,  Maxi  moist  lip- 
stick and  Maxi-wear  nail  guard. 

A  Press  campaign  featuring  double  page 
spreads  with  the  message  "Maxi — it  does 
so  much  for  so  little"  will  run  in  the  Sep- 
tember, October  and  November  issues  of 
Cosmopolitan,  Over  21,  Honey,  19  and 
hook  Now.  These  advertisements  cover 
the  entire  Maxi  range,  and  in  addition 
there  will  be  separate  full  colour  pages  in 
some  magazines  for  Maxi-wear  Stronghold 
nail  guard.  A  new  permanent  merchan- 
diser for  the  range  is  now  available. 

Dana  holiday  competition 

Until  September  Dana  Perfumes  Ltd,  7 
Conduit  Street,  London  W1R  9TE,  are 
running  a  consumer  competition  to  pro- 
mote the  Tabu  range  of  fragrance.  The 
company  says  that  "French-ness  is  the 
theme",  and  the  first  prize  is  an  Air 
France  holiday  for  two  in  the  French 
resort  of  the  winner's  choice,  within  the 
Air  France  territory,  to  be  taken  at  any 
time  up  to  next  Spring.  There  are  five 
runner-up  prizes  of  cases  of  French  wine. 
The  competition  will  be  promoted  at  point 
of  sale  with  a  leaflet  dispenser  attached  to 
the  Tabu  counter  display  stand.  Entries 
are  to  be  accompanied  by  proof  of  pur- 
chase and  there  is  a  prize  for  the  retail 
outlet  at  which  the  winner  purchases  the 
product. 

The  company  has  recently  launched  a 
loz  eau  de  toilette  spray  (£175)  into  the 
Tabu  range.  This  is  part  of  the  expan- 
sion of  the  eau  de  toilette  line  begun  in 
April,  following  consumer  research  which 
indicated  that  women  now  prefer  the 
deeper  fragrance  of  an  eau  de  toilette. 
The  spray  comes  in  a  "mirage"  bottle 
which  appears  to  change  shape  and  a 
counter  display  for  24  is  available. 


reds,  a  close  second.  Very  few  women  in 
the  survey  said  they  wore  pink  lipstick, 
but  the  magazine  feels  that  the  attitude  to 
this  colour  will  change  shortly  and  it  will 
once  again  become  popular,  particularly 
on  sun  tanned  ladies.  62  per  cent  wear 
colourless  gloss  over  lipstick,  an  even 
higher  percentage  (not  given)  wear  tinted 
lip  gloss,  and  37  per  cent  now  apply  their 
lipstick  with  a  lip  brush.  Predictably  most 
of  the  women  in  the  survey  wear  a  foun- 
dation (90  per  cent).  The  liquid  tinted 
kind  was  the  most  popular,  48  per  cent, 
while  21  per  cent  used  cream  tinted  and 
21  per  cent  an  all-in-one.  The  most  popu- 
lar colour  was  medium  beige.  92  per  cent 
wear  a  blusher  but  only  53  per  cent  use 
face  powder. 

Only  36  per  cent  of  the  women  in  the 
survey  use  a  colourant  on  their  hair — 1 1 
per  cent  have  highlights  (mainly  blonde), 
18  per  cent  use  semi-permanents,  7  per 
cent  use  permanents,  auburn  shades  being 
the  most  popular.  One  fifth  suffered  with 
greasy  hair,  and  15  per  cent  with  dan- 
druff; a  lucky  36  per  cent,  however,  say 
they  have  normal  hair. 


Readership  survey  on  cosmetic  usage 
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She  needs  something  for  period  pains... 
dont give  her  aheadache  tablet. 


Give  her  Feminax. 

A  tablet  specially 
formulated  for  relieving 
period  pains.  Feminax  is 
effective  for  her  -  and 

profitable  for  you.  . 
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Consumers  have  purchased 
30%  more  Feminax  tablets  in 
the  last  year.  So  make  sure 
you  have  plenty  in  stock. 

And  when  your  customers 
want  something  for 
period  pains  -  give  them 
Feminax. 


Feminax  is  a 
registered  trade  mark. 


feminax 

Specially  formulated  for  period  pains. 
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BIG  DEALS  FROM 

SAIMGERS 


APOCAIRE 

PROMOTIONS 


ALBERTO  BALSAM 

SHAMPOO  125cc 

31p 

BABETTES 

DISPOSABLE  NAPPIES  20's 

61p 

BRUT  33 

ANTIPERSPIRANT        1 98g 

64p 


'  GILLETTE 

platinum  blades 

29p 

GRECIAN  2000  & 

LADY  GRECIAN  2000 

hair  colour  restorer 

99p 

HARMONY 

HAIRSPRAY  STANDARD 

31p 

CAMAY 

SOAP  BATH 

15ip 

CREST 

TOOTHPASTE  LARGE 

26p 

DETTOL 

LIQUID  ANTISEPTIC  500ml 

52p 


EUSrOPLAST 

DRESSING  STRIP  420i 

27p 

ELHETT 

HAIRSPRAY  300g 

99p 

ESTOUN 

CONDITIONER  CREAM  50g 

25p 


PEARS 

SHAMPOO  STANDARD 

23p 

POLYCOLOR  43g 

50p 

DR  WHITES 

SANITARY  TOWELS         1  o 

30p 


OTHER  SIZES  AND  VARIANTS  OF  SOME  OF  THESE  PRODUCTS  ARE  AVAILABLE. 
PLEASE  CONSULT  YOUR  APOCAIRE  DETAILER. 
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Reprimand  for  company  after 
linctus  sale  to  grocer 


The  illegal  sale  of  a  bottle  of  Gee's  linctus 
at  a  Dorset  grocer  over  a  year  ago  led  to 
a  London  company  being  reprimanded. 

The  company,  Wright,  Layman  and 
Umney  Ltd,  of  Sanitas  House,  Stockwelj 
Green,  was  fined  £30  and  ordered  to  pay 
£30  costs  at  Camberwell  Magistrates  Court 
last  October  for  unlawfully  supplying  a 
preparation  containing  a  Part  I  poison. 
The  company  sold  the  linctus  to  Pines 
(Beaminster)  Ltd,  of  Fleet  Street,  Beamin- 
ster,  in  December  1975,  without  obtaining 
a  statement  in  writing  that  the  retailer 
was  an  authorised  seller  of  poisons. 

The  Committee  dismissed  an  allegation 
of  culpable  carelessness  or  negligence  in 
connection  with  the  unlawful  sale  against 
the  company's  superintendent  pharmacist, 
Mr  Ivan  Palmer  Sims,  of  Elm  Walk, 
Raynes  Park,  London,  after  being  told 
that  a  superintendent  could  only  be  held 
responsible  for  retail  sales.  Mr  Josselyn 
Hill,  solicitor  for  the  Society,  and  there 
was  no  evidence  that  Mr  Sims  was  in- 
volved in  the  illegal  supply  either  as 
superintendent  pharmacist  or  as  a  director 
of  the  company.  A  Society's  inspector 
bought  the  linctus — one  of  12  bottles — 
at  the  grocer. 

A  director  of  the  company,  Mr  William 
Still,  said  the  order  for  the  linctus  was 
not  examined  properly  after  it  was  sub- 
mitted by  the  sales  representative.  The 
mistake  occurred  during  a  period  of  re- 
organisation of  sales  forces.  "We  have 
now  tightened  up  our  procedures  and  we 
have  instructed  our  sales  representatives 
that  no  Part  I  poison  must  be  sold  to 
anyone  other  than  a  registered  pharma- 
cist", said  Mr  Still.  Mr  Seddon  Cripps, 
counsel  for  the  company,  said  the  evidence 
was  sufficient  to  make  the  Committee  feel 
that  the  company  had  "pulled  up  its 
socks"  and  that  a  reprimand  would  assist 
no  one. 


Persuasive  argument 

The  chairman,  Sir  Gordon  Willmer, 
said :  "This  is  a  very  persuasive  argument 
but  I  am  sorry  to  say  we  cannot  agree. 
The  company  is  now  part  of  a  gigantic 
conglomerate  of  companies  conducting 
this  sort  of  business  and  one  gathers  that 
some,  at  any  rate,  of  the  representatives 
of  this  company  are  also  representatives 
of  other  companies.  It  seems  a  bit  pre- 
sumptious  to  say  that  no  such  similar 
srror  could  ever  happen  again." 

He  added  that  the  Committee  thought 
t  right  to  issue  a  reminder  to  pharmacist 
directors  that  they  owed  a  duty  to  the 
public  and  that  duty  included  the  exercise 
of  their  functions  and  influence  as  direc- 
tors to  sec  that  as  far  as  possible  no  such 
thing  happened  in  the  future. 

In  another  case  the  Committee  repri- 
manded Mr  Patrick  Eugene  Logan,  who 


runs  a  pharmacy  at  465  New  Cross  Road, 
New  Cross,  and  his  former  manager,  Mr 
Anil  Kumar  Shah,  of  The  Woodlands, 
Southgate.  Sir  Gordon  said  the  Com- 
mittee had  waited  a  year  before  taking 
this  action. 

"Notwithstanding  favourable  testi- 
monials and  reports  we  have  received  we 
still  think  it  necessary  to  administer  a 
reprimand.  Otherwise  we  shall  take  no 
further  action". 

Mr  Logan  was  fined  £30  at  Greenwich 
magistrates  court  last  November  after 
admitting  to  selling  Ovulen  without  pre- 
scription and  Metatone  in  a  bottle  which 
was  not  labelled  "poison".  No  action  was 
taken  against  Mr  Shah  who  was  in  charge 
of  the  pharmacy  at  the  time  and  was  busy 
dispensing  when  an  unqualified  assistant 
sold  the  drugs  to  a  Society  inspector. 

Society  inspectors  reported  they  had  no 
adverse  comments  on  the  four  pharmacies 
run  by  Mr  Logan  and  they  were  favour- 
ably impressed  with  Mr  Shah. 

Complaints  about  locum 

A  Salisbury  pharmacist  was  said  to  have 
misappropriated  £30  in  cash  from  one 
employer  and  about  £170  worth  of  goods 
from  another. 

Complaints  were  brought  before  the 
Committee  by  two  pharmacists  who  had 
employed  Mr  Kevin  Moore,  of  North 
Street,  Wilton,  during  1975  and  1976. 

Mr  Richard  Badham,  a  director  of 
Badham  Chemists  Ltd,  Whaddon  Road, 
Cheltenham,  accused  Mr  Moore  of  taking 
£30  from  the  till  during  his  final  week  as 
a  locum  pharmacist  and  leaving  behind  a 
cheque  which  "bounced".  Mr  Gordon 
Hill,  secretary  of  Dorcan  Health  Centre 
(PD)  Ltd,  of  Ferndale  Road,  Swindon, 
said  that  while  acting  as  a  locum  Mr 
Moore  had  ordered  about  £170  of  photo- 
graphic and  electrical  goods  in  the  name 
of  the  centre  and  then  taken  possession 
of  them  himself  without  paying.  He  also 
made  excessive  use  of  the  telephone  for 
personal  calls. 

Mr  Josselyn  Hill,  for  the  Society,  said 
both  men  had  made  unsuccessful  efforts 
to  get  Mr  Moore  to  pay.  Mr  Badham  had 
taken  a  civil  action  to  get  his  money. 

Mr  Gordon  Hill  said  he  became  suspici- 
ous after  the  health  centre  got  a  quarterly 
phone  bill  for  £200 — nearly  ten  times  the 
normal  amount.  He  said  Mr  Moore  had 
admitted  making  £40  worth  of  personal 
calls.  Mr  Moore,  who  claimed  his  behavi- 
ous  was  influenced  by  private  troubles, 
told  the  Committee  he  made  extensive  use 
of  the  health  centre  telephone  because  his 
marriage  was  going  through  a  series  of 
crises.  He  was  divorced  at  the  end  of 
1976.  He  accepted  that  his  calls  amounted 
to  considerably  more  than  £40.  He  had 
left  a  list  of  the  photographic  goods  be- 


hind when  he  was  dismissed,  but  had  not 
paid  for  them. 

Mr  Moore  handed  the  Committee  a 
banker's  draft  for  £150  payable  to  the 
health  centre,  and  offered  to  pay  the 
balance  at  a  minimum  of  £50  a  month  if 
he  were  allowed  to  continue  working.  Mr 
Moore  said  that  when  he  cashed  his  £30 
cheque  in  Mr  Badham's  pharmacy  he 
believed  he  had  enough  funds  in  his 
account.  He  had  since  settled  the  debt  by 
sending  £30  to  the  County  Court  plus 
costs  involved. 

Mr  Josselyn  Hill  said  Mr  Moore  ap- 
peared before  the  Committee  in  1974 
after  being  convicted  of  stealing  £247  and 
falsifying  records  to  hide  the  theft. 
Sentence  was  postponed  for  a  year  and 
then  he  was  reprimanded. 

The  chairman,  Sir  Gordon  Willmer, 
said  Mr  Moore's  conduct  was  dishonour- 
able "and  could  more  properly  have  been 
described  as  dishonest".  But  the  Com- 
mittee was  in  a  lenient  mood,  said  Sir 
Gordon  and  would  give  Mr  Moore  one 
more  chance  to  show  his  real  worth.  He 
was  an  extremely  good  pharmacist  and  it 
would  be  unfortunate  if  his  professional 
skill  were  lost.  A  Society  inspector  would 
keep  an  eye  on  Mr  Moore  who  would  be 
expected  to  produce  references  in  12 
months  time. 


'Exceptional'  case 

A  woman  pharmacist  who  stole  drugs 
after  she  learned  that  her  husband  was 
dying,  appeared  before  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society's  Statutory  Committee  on  Tues- 
day. Mrs  Joan  Catherine  Elliott,  Moor- 
town,  Leeds,  admitted  that  she  had  been 
convicted  at  Leeds  Magistrates  Court  in 
October  1976  of  stealing  drugs  and  of 
falsifying  the  Controlled  Drugs  register 
at  the  Stainbeck  Road  pharmacy  of  Ken- 
neth R.  Rutter  Ltd  in  January  and  Feb- 
ruary 1976.  She  also  asked  for  14  other 
offences  to  be  taken  into  consideration 
and  was  fined  a  total  of  £30. 

Mr  Josselyn  Hill,  for  the  Society,  said 
the  offences  came  to  light  as  a  result  of  a 
visit  by  an  inspector  of  the  Society  to  the 
pharmacy  where  Mrs  Elliott  was  working 
part-time.  She  readily  admitted  that  she 
had  stolen  Drinamyl  tablets  for  her  own 
use.  Subsequent  inspection  of  the  register 
showed  that  Steladex  Spansules  and  Dexe- 
drine  tablets  had  also  been  taken. 

Detective  Constable  Trevor  Hughes  of 
the  Leeds  Drug  Squad  said  the  Register 
showed  that  between  April  1974  and  May 
1976,  633  Dexedrine  and  365  Drinamyl 
tablets  were  missing.  He  said  there  was  no 
doubt  that  Mrs  Elliott  had  used  the  drugs 
for  herself  at  a  time  when  she  was 
suffering  extreme  depression. 

Mrs  Elliott  told  the  Committee  that  she 
took  Drinamyl  tablets  after  she  was  told 
that  her  husband,  a  university  lecturer, 
was  suffering  from  a  terminal  illness.  "I 
was  conscious  of  taking  more  tablets 
which  helped  me  cope  with  my  husband's 
deteriorating  condition  and  to  still  work. 
I  was  shocked  and  I  could  hardly  believe 
that  I  had  stolen  so  many  tablets.  I  was 
ashamed  at  the  disgrace  I  had  brought  on 
myself  and  my  profession  and  I  imme- 
diately stopped  taking  the  drugs." 

Mr  W.  Howarth,  secretary  of  the  Leeds 
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Committee 

Continued  from  p129 

Branch  of  the  Society,  said  Mrs  Elliott 
was  the  wife  of  a  distinguished  writer  and 
lecturer  in  life  sciences.  She  had  always 
shown  herself  to  be  a  competent  pharma- 
cist and  was  a  member  of  the  Branch 
committee. 

The  Statutory  Committee  chairman,  Sir 
Gordon  Willmer,  said  the  circumstances 
were  exceptional.  "We  think  this  is  a  case 
in  which  least  said,  soon  mended.  It  seems 
to  us  that  Mrs  Elliott  has  already  suffered 
a  great  deal,  not  least  by  having  this  in- 
quiry hanging  over  her  head.  Having 
heard  what  she  had  to  say  we  propose  to 
take  no  action". 

CD  entries  not  made 

Mr  Keith  Steen,  Rhostyllan,  appeared 
before  the  Committee  following  a  convic- 
tion at  Wrexham  Magistrates  Court  relat- 
ing to  non-entries  in  the  Controlled  Drugs 
register  at  his  shop  in  Cefn  Mawr.  He  was 
reprimanded. 

P.C.  Christopher  Scott  said  Mr  Steen 
admitted  that  he  had  failed  to  enter  1,800 
tablets  and  said  he  had  used  them  him- 
self. He  had  told  P.C.  Scott  things  had 
started  when  his  wife  left  him ;  he  had 
been  taking  up  to  50  tablets  a  day  but  had 
managed  to  give  up  the  drug  completely. 

Mr  Steen,  who  qualified  in  1967,  said  he 
married  another  pharmacist  in  1972,  and 
opened  his  second  shop  in  Wrexham  the 
same  year.  Shortly  after  his  marriage  had 
started  to  deteriorate,  and  there  were 
financial  problems.  His  wife  left  him  in 
May  1974  and  he  was  forced  to  close  the 
Wrexham  pharmacy  at  the  end  of  that 
year.  It  was  during  this  period  that  he 
started  taking  Drinamyl  tablets.  He  began 
with  five  a  day  but  this  increased  within 
a  few  months  to  25  or  30.  The  estimate  of 
50  was  an  exaggeration. 

Although  Drinamyl  was  not  an  addic- 
tive drug  he  formed  a  strong  habit  towards 
it.  His  financial  problems  did  not  improve 
and  he  was  forced  to  sell  his  shop  in  Cefn 
Mawr  in  August  1976.  Since  April  this 
year  he  had  been  employed  as  a  company 
representative. 

Vow  not  to  take  any  drugs 

Mr  Steen  added  that  he  was  surprised 
by  the  ease  with  which  he  managed  to 
stop  taking  the  drug.  His  appetite  returned 
and  he  gained  weight.  "I  will  never  take 
another  tablet  in  any  form  again,"  he 
said.  He  and  his  wife  were  finally  divorced 
last  week,  he  told  the  Committee. 

Sir  Gordon  Willmer  said  his  professional 
colleagues  on  the  Committee  had  expres- 
sed considerable  surprise  at  the  quantity 
of  drugs  which  Mr  Steen  appeared  to  have 
taken  without  any  apparent  interference  to 
his  health  and  well-being.  "They  have 
expressed  even  greater  surprise  that  it  was 
possible  for  a  man  who  was  in  the  habit 
of  taking  this  drug  on  such  a  scale  to  give 


it  up  at  a  stroke  and  to  have  lost  the  urge 
to  return  to  taking  this  drug." 

Sir  Gordon  said  the  Committee  had 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  serious  as  the 
matter  was  it  was  not  a  case  for  striking 
Mr  Steen's  name  off  the  Register,  and  they 
would  administer  a  reprimand. 

A  pharmacist  whose  Controlled  Drugs 
records  had  been  found  in  "a  mess"  by 
police,  had  his  case  adjourned  for  12 
months  so  that  he  could  show  he  was 
capable  of  running  his  three  pharmacies 
properly. 

A  pharmacist  who  turned  to  drink  be- 
cause of  business  worries,  and  let  his 
paper  work  slip,  was  given  a  chance  to 
prove  himself  by  the  Committee.  The 
case  was  adjourned  for  a  year,  without  a 
decision  being  reached.  Sir  Gordon  Wil- 
mer  said  it  was  fair  to  point  out  that  the 
major  troubles  which  had  led  to  the 
pharmacist's  downfall  and  temporary 
breakdown  of  health,  were  now  things  of 


Films 

The  Purine  Revolution 

The  Wellcome  Foundation,  183  Euston 
Road,  London  NW1  2BP.  16mm.  Colour. 
Sound.  Running  time  22  mins. 
The  film  deals  with  recent  developments  in 
purine  metabolism  and  their  influence  on 
diagnosis  and  treatment  of  gout. 

Patients  comment  on  their  symptoms 
and  doctors  reveal  their  personal  prescrib- 
ing habits  for  gout  and  similar  conditions. 
The  film  has  been  approved  under  Section 
63  of  the  Medicines  Act  as  suitable  for 
postgraduate  education  and  is  available 
free  from  the  Wellcome  Foundation  Film 
Library. 

□  A  new  22-minute  colour  film  showing 
the  benefits  the  phone  can  bring  to  handi- 
capped people,  has  just  been  introduced 
by  the  Post  Office  and  is  available  free  of 
charge  to  the  public  from  central  head- 


the  past. 


quarters,  23  Howland  Street,  London  Wl. 


a  lot  of 
old  soak ! 

When  we  launched  Denclen  our  competitors 
scoffed  at  the  idea  of  anyone  brushing  dentures. 

What's  the  fastest-growing  denture  cleanser  today? 
Denclen. 

Who's  running  the  biggest  ever  press  campaign  for 
a  denture  cleanser? 

Denclen. 


Which  denture  cleanser  always  gives 
you  at  least  50%  "on  cost"? 

DENCLEN 

Manufactured  by  International  Laboratories  Ltd. 
-  the  chemists'  friend. 
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V\festminster 
report 


Mr  Ennals  agrees  to  talks 
on  pharmacy's  problems 

The  Secretary  for  Social  Services,  Mr 
David  Ennals,  will  be  prepared  to  meet 
the  president  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  Mrs  Estelle  Leigh,  during  Parlia- 
ment's summer  recess,  "if  she  and  her 
colleagues  want  to  have  a  discussion  with 
me  on  any  relevant  issue".  That  under- 
taking was  given  during  oral  answers  of 
Parliamentary  questions  about  consultation 
with  pharmacists  on  their  new  contract  on 
Tuesday. 

Mr  Eric  Ogden,  who  declared  an  interest 
in  the  Society,  had  asked  for  a  meeting 
with  Mrs  Leigh  to  discuss  not  only  the 
question  of  NHS  remuneration — "which 
is  not  the  real  duty  of  the  Society" — but 
also  "outstanding  problems  in  this  regard". 
Mr  Ennals  said  he  would  be  delighted. 

The  questions  on  the  order  paper  were 
put  down  by  Mr  Robin  Hodgson  and  Mr 
David  Madel.  Mr  Hodgson  followed  up 
Mr  Ennal's  reply  that  he  was  meeting 
PSNC  representatives  on  July  25,  by  ask- 
ing the  Secretary  of  State  why  he  was 
proposing  to  make  retrospective  cuts  of 
film.  "Is  not  this  another  example  of  the 
Government  penalising  efficiency  and  a 
matter  which  will  ultimately  rebound 
against  the  interests  of  all  consumers?" 

Mr  Ennals  replied  that  there  was  no 
question  of  retrospective  cuts.  "The  stock- 
holding inquiry  held  in  1975,  the  validity 
of  which  was  not  challenged  by  the  PSNC, 
showed  that  pharmacists'  working  capital 
had  fallen  from  its  previously  assumed 
level.  The  PSNC  agreed  that  the  new 
figure,  whether  it  be  higher  or  lower, 
should  operate  from  the  date  of  the 
inquiry." 

Closures  in  villages 

Mr  Costain  asked  whether  the  Secretary 
of  State  appreciated  the  problems  in  vil- 
lages caused  by  chemists  shops  shutting 
down.  Mr  Ennals  said  he  was  always  con- 
cerned when  that  happened.  "There  is  a 
steady  reduction  year  by  year  in  the  num- 
ber of  pharmacies,  but  most  of  them  are 
not  in  villages.  Some  closures  in  urban 
areas  are  due  to  changes  in  population 
patterns  as  a  result  of  slum  clearance  and 
so  on.  The  negotiating  committee  and  I 
have  a  common  concern  to  do  more  to 
help  the  small  pharmacy." 

Dr  M.  S.  Miller  asked  whether,  in  view 
of  the  difficulties  encountered  by  the  phar- 
maceutical profession,  Mr  Ennals  would 
try  to  encourage  local  authorities  to  insti- 
tute pharmacies  within  health  centres.  Mr 
Ennals:  "There  are  pharmacies  within  a 
number  of  health  centres.  It  is  far  better 
that  that  should  be  the  case  than  that 
there  should  in  a  sense  be  competition  to 
get  a  pharmacy  very  close  to  a  health 
centre.  I  am  not  prepared  to  give  a  direc- 
tion on  this  matter  by  any  means,  but  I 
should  always  approve  of  a  recommenda- 


tion that  there  should  be  a  pharmacy 
within  a  health  centre,  particularly  a  big 
one  providing  for  a  larger  population. 

Mr  Patrick  Jenkin  asked  if  the  Secretary 
of  State  was  aware  that  there  is  widespread 
anxiety  about  the  likely  effect  of  the 
announcement  that  he  has  made  about  the 
pharmacists'  contract,  as  evidenced  by  the 
fact  that  there  was  an  all-party  motion  on 
the  order  paper  signed  by  2 12  members 
from  both  sides  of  the  House?  "Does  he 
agree  that  there  is  something  inherently 
undesirable  about  a  contract  which 
appears  to  penalise  efficiency  in  that  the 
more  efficiently  the  pharmacists  use  their 
capital,  the  more  income  they  appear  to 
lose?  Is  the  examination  taking  account 
of  the  need  to  try  to  build  in  some  kind  of 
incentive  payments  for  pharmacists  that 
will  help  to  keep  pharmacies  within  the 
community  instead  of  accelerating  their 
closure?" 

Mr  Ennals  replied  that  he  did  not  agree 
with  the  diagnosis.  "I  am  prepared  to  look 
at  any  new  proposals,  though  none  has 
yet  come  forward,  on  a  totally  new  re- 
structuring of  the  system  of  remuneration." 

Whooping  cough  vaccine 
benefit  'overstated' 

In  an  adjournment  debate  in  the  Com- 
mons, Miss  Joan  Lestor  said  that  the 
DHSS  had  overstated  its  case  in  its  claims 
for  the  usefulness  of  whooping  cough 
vaccine  (C&D,  July  2,  p35).  There 
seemed  to  be  no  great  correlation  between 
the  rise  and  fall  in  vaccination  and  the 
incidence  of  whooping  cough,  and  she 
pointed  out  that  the  details  of  some  480 
cases  of  brain-damaged  children  sub- 
mitted to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Vacci- 
nation and  Immunisation  had  not  been 
investigated. 

In  reply,  Mr  Eric  Deakins,  Under- 
Secretary  for  Health  and  Social  Security, 
said  the  Committee's  report  was  based  on 
the  numerous  studies  of  whooping  cough 
vaccine  carried  out  both  in  the  UK  and 
the  USA,  which  would  leave  doubts  in 
few  minds  about  its  effectiveness.  "The 
committee  supports  the  continued  use  of 
pertussis  vaccine  and,  while  it  does  not 
recommend  selective  immunisation  for 
particular  social  groups,  it  emphasises 
that  protection  is  specially  necessary  for 
children  in  large  families",  he  said. 

At  the  same  time,  Mr  Deakins  reported 
that  the  DHSS  is  supporting  research 
aimed  at  improving  whooping  cough 
vaccine  and  eliminating  neurotoxic  ele- 
ments while  retaining  its  protective 
efficacy. 

Merrison  recommendations 
accepted  by  Government 

The  Government  has  decided  to  accept 
the  principal  recommendations  of  the 
Merrison  committee  on  the  regulation  of 
the  medical  profession.  In  reply  to  a 
v/ritten  Commons  question,  Mr  David 
Ennals,  Secretary  for  Social  Services,  said 
that  the  Government  accepted  in  principle 
that  the  General  Medical  Council  should 
be  given  responsibility  for  co-ordinating 
all  stages  of  medical  education,  and  should 
maintain  an  indicative  specialist  register. 


However,  the  specific  suggestions  on 
graduate  clinical  training  had  not  com- 
manded universal  support  and  more  time 
was  needed  to  study  in  detail  their  full 
implications. 

The  Government  also  accepted  in  prin- 
ciple the  Merrison  proposals  on  changes 
in  the  registration  in  the  UK  of  doctors 
with  overseas  qualifications,  and  that  the 
GMC  should  control  the  registration  of 
doctors  whose  mental  or  physical  health 
is  such  as  to  endanger  their  patients.  The 
proposals  on  the  reconstitution  of  the 
GMC,  and  in  particular  that  there  should 
be  an  overall  majority  of  elected  mem- 
bers, were  accepted  subject  to  a  number  of 
modifications. 

As  the  next  step,  the  Government  in- 
tends to  work  out  provisional  proposals 
for  possible  legislation. 

Still  no  evidence  of  link 
with  cancer  and  hair  dyes 

In  a  series  of  written  Commons  replies, 
Mr  Roland  Moyle,  Minister  for  Health, 
said  that  evaluation  of  available  data  by 
DHSS  medical  advisers  showed  no  evid- 
ence of  any  link  between  hair  dyes  contain- 
ing nitrophenylenediamines  and  cancer. 
However,  research  was  in  progress  at  the 
University  of  Birmingham  and  elsewhere 
in  the  UK,  including  animal  tests  for 
carcinogenicity  and  studies  of  the  effects 
of  handling  and  working  with  these  hair 
dye  products. 

There  was  no  evidence  that  either 
sodium  nitrate  or  sodium  nitrite  has  any 
carcinogenic  effect. 

Aerosol  safety  regulations 

Answering  a  Commons  question  Mr  John 
Fraser,  Minister  for  Prices  and  Consumer 
Protection,  said  that  Regulations  laid  be- 
fore Parliament  on  July  14  make  it  an 
offence  for  any  person  responsible  for  the 
initial  marketing  in  the  UK  of  filled 
aerosols  bearing  the  reversed  epsilon 
symbol  to  sell  them  if  they  do  not  comply 
with  the  prescribed  requirements.  In  ad- 
dition, they  ban  the  use  of  vinyl  chloride 
monomer  as  a  propellant  in  all  aerosols, 
whether  or  not  they  bear  the  symbol. 

The  Regulations,  "The  Aerosol  Dis- 
pensers (EEC  Requirements)  Regulations 
1977"  (SI  1977  No  1140,  HMSO,  £0-25). 
are  made  under  the  European  Com- 
munities Act  1972.  They  implement  EEC 
Directive  No  75/324  EEC  of  May  20. 
1975,  and  will  be  enforced  by  local  trad- 
ing standards  authorities. 

The  Directive  requires  member  states  to 
permit  the  marketing  of  aerosols  (whether 
metal,  glass  or  plastic)  which  meet  speci- 
fied requirements  concerning  such  matters 
as  leak-tightness,  compatibility  of  con- 
tainer with  contents,  test  pressure  of  the 
container,  filling  pressure,  volume  of  the 
liquid  phase,  testing  of  filled  aerosols  in 
a  hot  water  bath,  safety  labelling  and 
quantity  of  contents  marking.  Manu- 
facturers or  marketers  of  aerosols  may 
affix  the  reversed  epsilon  mark  to  them 
denoting  compliance. 

Separate  regulations  are  to  be  made  as 
soon  a;  possible  under  the  Consumer  Pro- 
tection Act  1961  imposing  safety  require- 
ments lor  aerosols  not  marked  with  the 
reversed  epsilon. 
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Plight  of  the  contractor 
and  the  mood  of  PSNC 


On  Thursday,  Mr  Bob  Worby,  chairman 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Services 
Negotiating  Committee,  was  to  address 
contractors  in  Swansea  on  his  team's 
mood  as  it  goes  to  meet  Mr  David  Ennals 
next  week  (see  also  p108).  An  abridged 
version  of  the  address,  setting  out  the 
current  plight  of  contractors,  follows 

In  theory — that  is  a  lovely  word,  but  one 
upon  which  you  cannot  feed  the  family 
— your  annual  net  profit  if  you  are  the 
"average"  pharmacist  is  £1,600  before  tax 
but  after  meeting  staff  wages,  your  own 
wages  (or  your  manager's  wages)  and  rent, 
rates  and  other  running  costs.  After  tax, 
that  theoretical  profit  is  unlikely  to 
materially  exceed  £1,000.  Your  own  wage 
is  represented  by  the  appropriate  propor- 
tion of  a  negotiated  notional  salary  of 
£5,237.  But,  as  you  may  well  be  only 
engaged  in  NHS  dispensing  actively  for 
approximately  two-thirds  of  the  day — 
never  mind  the  fact  that  you  are  obliged 
to  be  available  all  the  time — your  NHS 
salary  would  be  only  two-thirds  of  this 
— as  is  true  also  of  the  lower  manager's 
salary  also  fed  into  the  calculation.  So 
let  us  say  your  NHS  pay  is  in  theory 
about  £3,500  a  year. 

'Greedy  and  unwise' 

I!  you  have  been  so  greedy  and  so  un- 
wise as  to  draw  this  £3,500  during  the 
course  of  the  year  as  well  as  paying  your 
rates,  etc,  and  your  staff  (perhaps  even 
your  tax)  you  will  find  that  at  the  year's 
end  your  bank  manager  will  be  telling 
you,  in  no  uncertain  terms,  that  you  are 
now  about  £1,000  overdrawn  (note  that 
figure).  But  why? — because  the  cost  of  re- 
placing the  same  amount  of  drugs  and 
medicines  that  you  had  in  stock  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  will  have  been  about 
£2,000  more  than  you  have  been  directly 
paid  by  the  Government  when  you  sup- 
plied them  to  the  public  by  prescription. 
So  your  £1,000  net  profit  has  disappeared 
on  to  the  shelves  together  with  a  further 
£1,000  you  haven't  got  and  never  had  and 
now  therefore  owe  to  the  bank  or  to  your 
wholesaler.  In  practice  of  course,  neither 
the  bank  nor  the  wholesaler  will  play  ball. 
In  practice  therefore  the  "average"  phar- 
macist doesn't  draw  all  his  salary — he 
cannot. 

Neither  does  he  replace  all  his  stock — 
he  cannot  do  so  because  at  the  end  of 
each  month  the  money  just  isn't  there  to 
pay  the  wholesaler.  So  he  leaves,  perhaps, 
£500  of  his  salary  in  the  business — manag- 
ing on  the  £3,000  that's  left  plus  whatever 
he  can  make  when  he  sell  medicines  and 
anything  else  upon  which  he  can  make 
an  honest  copper  over  the  counter — and 
he  lets  his  stock  run  down  by  another 
£500  to  make  ends  meet  and  keep  him  out 
of  debt.  Thus  he  has  reduced  his  stock, 


by  force  of  sheer  financial  circumstances, 
by  around  about  ten  per  cent  (£500) — 
doing  his  best  to  keep  his  patients  happy 
with  less  stock  at  the  same  time,  and  has 
somehow  done  without  £500  of  the  salary 
he  should  have  been  able  to  withdraw. 

And  what  is  his  "reward"  for  this 
juggling  for  financial  survival?  A  pro- 
nouncement by  his  "monopoly  customer", 
the  DHSS,  that  since  apparently  he  can 
manage  on  less  stock,  he  should  have  been 
paid  less  in  the  first  place  for  doing  it. 

In  the  course  of  calculating  the  in- 
adequate cost  reimbursement  you  do  get 
from  the  DHSS  our  consultant  accoun- 
tants, Cooper,  Lybrand  &  Co,  have  shown 
that  the  "average"  chemist  gets  approxi- 
mately 18  per  cent  only  of  his  premises 
costs  included  as  the  DHSS  contribution 
in  respect  of  dispensing  operations.  The 
rest  is  down  to  the  counter  trade,  despite 
the  fact  that,  in  cash  terms,  counter  turn- 
over represents  well  under  half  of  total 
turnover. 

Members  of  the  public  to  whom  these 
extraordinary  revelations  are  made  are  apt 
to  reply  initially  "You  must  be  mad — all 
of  you"  and  only  as  a  second  thought: 
"So  that's  why  the  chemists  are  shutting 
up  shop  all  over  the  country". 

This  is  why  we  cannot  possibly  nego- 
tiate on  the  proposed  £llm  cut  in  an 
already  ridiculously  inadequate  remunera- 
tion— and  why  we  must  have,  one  way  or 
another,  every  penny  of  the  £10m  which 
was,  approximately,  the  amount  our  con- 
sultant accounts  clearly  demonstrated  to 
be  the  minimum  due  to  us.  It  is  no  co- 
incidence that  this  figure  of  £10m  repre- 
sents approximately  £1,000  per  pharmacy 
on  average — the  very  figure  shown  to  be 
the  cash  shortage  experienced  annually 
by  the  "average"  pharmacy. 

£8m  concession 

I  asked  Mr  Ennals,  at  the  close  of  our 
last  meeting,  when  he  said  he  would  go 
away  and  think  about  what  we  had  told 
him,  whether  he  would,  as  an  interim 
gesture  and  to  assist  our  contractors,  agree 
to  immediate  implementation  of  "first  of 
the  month"  price  change  procedure  for 
proprietary  medicines.  One  of  his  advisers 
promptly  interjected  that,  in  his  estima- 
tion, this  concession  would  be  worth  any- 
thing up  to  £8m  a  year — and  at  this  point 
the  Secretary  of  State  said  he  couldn't 
agree  to  such  a  gesture  at  that  stage. 

Let  us  look  at  this  procedure.  Thirteen 
years  ago,  when  the  present  contract  was 
negotiated,  the  most  outstanding  feature 
of  the  drug  and  medicine  market  was 
generally  stable  prices  over  most  of  the 
range,  but  sharp  drops  in  the  prices  of 
individual  antibiotics  as  patents  ran  out. 
We  stood  to  lose  money  on  our  stocks 
each  time  this  happened,  with  anything 
up  to  11  weeks  stock  and  the  price  sud- 


denly virtually  halved.  The  Government 
saw  the  problem,  agreed  it  wasn't  fair,  and 
said  they  would  pay  the  original  higher 
price  for  up  to  seven  weeks  after  the 
price  reduction  by  the  maker  to  enable  us 
to  clear  our  stocks.  When  we  replaced 
the  same  amount  of  the  now  cheaper  anti- 
biotics we  actually  had  money  left  over — 
a  truly  positive  cash  flow  and  a  reduction 
in  our  investment. 

Over  the  years  the  situation  has  changed 
out  of  all  recognition,  but  the  DHSS — in 
the  absence  of  instructions  to  the  contrary 
from  the  Secretary  of  State — still  has  to 
insist  upon  operating  the  system  designed 
for  a  falling  market.  Thus  a  system  de- 
signed to  insure  us  against  financial 
embarrassment  when  prices  were  falling 
is  now  being  used  as  a  tool  to  force  us  to 
insure  the  Government  against  the  effects 
of  inflation  upon  NHS  prescription  costs. 

This  is  patently  unfair.  Unfair  because 
we  have  no  control  over  inflation  (and  on 
recent  performance  it  is  very  arguable 
whether  the  Government  has  either)  and 
unfair  also  because  we  are  already  hold- 
ing, supervising  and  maintaining  between 
us  a  stock  of  over  £50m  of  drugs  and 
medicines  which  the  Government  may  or 
may  not  ever  buy  from  us — the  "sales" 
being  entirely  subject  to  the  prescribing 
whims  of  our  local  doctors,  and  most  of 
the  stock  being  in  any  event  permitted  for 
supply  on  prescription  only.  And  they  tell 
us  it  is  not  a  "risk"  contract! 

Money  lost  not  gained 

To  return  to  the  "value"  of  introducing 
first  of  month  price  changes.  If  it  is 
"worth"  £8m  a  year  (although  our  advice 
is  that  it  is  well  below  this  figure)  this  is 
not  really  money  we  would  stand  to  gain 
— it  is  money  we  have  been  losing 
annually  ever  since  inflation  burst  upon 
us.  Money,  in  effect,  which  the  Govern- 
ment has  been  quite  wrongly  taking  from 
us.  So  how  about  a  touch  of  retrospection 
here,  if  retrospection  of  remuneration 
changes  is  the  "in"  thing? 

We  are  negotiating  against  a  back- 
ground falling  viability  in  general  prac- 
tice pharmacy.  Our  financial  viability  has 
been  steadily  eroded  by  years  of  failure,  on 
the  part  of  the  DHSS  to  recognise  that, 
whilst  NHS  economies  are  necessary,  they 
cannot  be  achieved  by  simply  starving 
the  distributive  services  of  the  necessary 
funds  to  carry  out  their  function.  The 
Government  cannot  indefinitely  pursue  a 
"heads  we  win,  tails  you  lose"  policy  in 
adjusting  pharmaceutical  remuneration 
without  precipitating  the  collapse  of  the 
service. 

Our  researches  show  that  nearly  half  of 
the  surviving  pharmacies  are  classified  as 
"unsaleable"  by  leading  chemists  transfer 
agents  because  their  total  turnover  is  less 
than  £50,000  a  year  and  their  net  profit  in- 
sufficient therefore  to  show  a  reasonable 
return  for  the  proprietor.  It  is  the  con- 
tinued service  being  provided  by  these 
uneconomic  pharmacies  which  enables  the 
Minister  to  declare  that  "He  is  not  aware 
of  any  widespread  difficulties  created  by 
closures" — although  we  can  point  to  many 
problem  areas.  Indeed,  there  is  an  area  in 
Kent  where  there  is  no  pharmacy  in  500 
square  miles  containing  a  considerable 
number  of  quite  large  villages. 
But  why  do  these  uneconomic  phar- 
macies stagger  on,   with  the  proprietor 
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earning  no  more  than  his  counter  assis- 
tant? It  is  because,  although  that  pro- 
prietor is  approaching  or  past  normal 
retiring  age  he  just  cannot  sell  out,  be- 
cause no-one  will  buy  into  a  dying 
business.  He  cannot  simply  close  his  doors 
and  enjoy  his  retirement  because  all  his 
savings  are  tied  up  in  his  unsaleable 
business.  It  is  a  shameful  situation  and 
a  frightening  one.  It  is  no  exaggeration  to 
say  that  with  all  these  pharmacies  on  the 
verge  of  bankruptcy,  disaster  for  the  phar- 
maceutical service  is  only  just  around  the 
corner. 

Nearly  a  third  of  our  contractors  are 
now  over  the  age  of  60  and  most  of  them 
are  locked  into  their  unsaleable  busi- 
nesses. A  further  20  per  cent  or  so  are 
still  under  60,  but  they  are  also  operating 
unsaleable  and  unreliable  businesses. 

Frightening 

I  hope  these  figures  frighten  the  Secre- 
tary of  State — they  certainly  should  as 
indeed  I  hope  that  the  anger  and  frustra- 
tion of  contractors  throughout  the  country 
also  frightens  him — because,  again,  it 
frightens  me.  Never  before  has  pharmacy 
faced  a  crisis  of  this  magnitude,  and 
never  before  have  pharmacists  been  so 
united  in  their  determination  for  justice. 

Mr  Hnnals  is,  I  believe,  a  reasonable 
man.  I  believe  also  he  has  a  sincere  desire 
to  do  what  is  right  in  this  case.  What  re- 
mains tu  be  seen,  however,  is  whether 
he  is  a  strong  enough  man  in  these  days 
of  departmental  cash  limits  to  implement 
the  changes  he  knows  to  be  necessary  in 
order  to  discharge  his  duty  to  enable  us 
tc  maintain  an  adequate  and  comprehen- 
sive pharmaceutical  service  to  the  public. 

I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that 
if  the  Secretary  of  State  cannot  provide 
the  necessary  additional  funds  to  enable 
us  to  retrieve  the  situation,  then  phar- 
macy will  rebel — for  the  sheer  necessity 
of  fighting  for  the  survival  of  general 
practice  pharmacy  and  the  unique  and 
indispensable  service  which  it  provides  for 
the  public. 


Call  for  stricter  laws 
on  shoplifting 

Mandatory  fines  and  other  changes  in  the 
law  affecting  punishment  for  shoplifting 
offences  were  called  for  recently  by  Mr 
Frank  Pegg.  chief  executive  Volumatic  Ltd, 
speaking  at  a  retail  security  conference 
and  exhibition. 

Mr  Pegg  told  his  audience  of  police 
officers  and  retail  executives  that  under 
recent  legislation  in  California,  a  man- 
datory fine  and  possible  imprisonment  for 
up  to  six  months  was  now  the  penalty  for 
first-time  shoplifters.  The  intention  of  the 
shoplifter  was  to  steal  and  he  should  be 
punished  like  other  thieves. 

Under  the  same  US  legislation  parents 
or  legal  guardians  were  made  fully  re- 
sponsible for  shoplifting  offences  by  their 
children.  They  were  now  liable  under  civil 
actions  by  the  retailer  for  the  retail  value 
of  stolen  merchandise,  plus  damages  and 
costs. 

The  same  practice  in  the  UK  would  cut 
out  completely  the  widespread  practice  of 
parents  who  encouraged  their  children  to 
shoplift  for  them. 


G  run  wick:  A  conversation 
with  my  daughter 

"Daddy,  1  see  from  your  C&D  that  Mr 

Leaman  of  the  AST  MS  GPP  section  is 

asking  you   to   defend   basic  democratic 

r'ghts.  What  does  he  mean?" 

"Oh,  I  expect,  amongst  other  things,  that 

he  means  the  basic  right  to  work." 

"Does  that  include  the  pharmacists  whose 

business   is   being   turned   away   by  the 

APEX-ASTMS    pickets?    How    do  they 

figure  in  left  wing  heads?" 

"In  both  cases,  that  is  a  demonstration 

of  solidarity." 

"But,  Daddy,  shouldn't  a  democratic  body 
like  ASTMS  GPP  section  say  who  its 
officers  arc  and  te'I  all  about  its  mem- 
bership?" 

"Ah  wel1,  my  love,  we  could  try  writing 
to  'Geraint  Davies'  and  see  what  answer 
we  get." 

"Very  good,  Daddy,  but  what  does 
ASTMS  have  to  offer  that  the  other  orga- 
nisations in  pharmacy  can't  give?" 
"Doubtless,  it  is  their  potential  to  speak 
for  pharmacy  with  one  voice." 
"But  kind  'Mr  Davies'  says  he  sympathises 
with  the  police,  yet  Mr  Leaman  talks 
about  their  employing  'snatch  squads' 
whose  'provocative  and  intimidating 
actions'  .  .  .  So  they  can't  both  be  right. 
Is  there  an  NPA  branch  in  Siberial" 
"True,  poppet,  but  I  suppose  the  action  of 
the  police  is  intimidatory,  whereas  those 
nice  pickets  speaking  gently  to  pharma- 
cists, and  civil  servants  writing  on  Civil 
Service  paper,  are  merely  pointing  out 
the  error  of  our  ways  in  the  universal 
language  of  the  brotherhood  of  the  prole- 
tariat." 

"/  see,  Daddy.  So  how  can  pharmacists 
benefit  from  joining  ASTMS  then?" 
"Well,  first  of  all,  democratically,  they  can 
add  one  extra  vote  to  Clive  Jenkins' 
block.  Then  they  can  do  as  Mr  Leaman 
says,  oppose  the  hated  closed  shop  prin- 
ciple of  planned  pharmacy  distribution, 
and  put  an  end  to  drug  company  profits 
by  nationalising  them.  Lastly,  we  can  all 
get  our  pictures  on  telly,  manning  the 
picket  lines  as  a  thousand  of  us  demon- 
strate the  'independent  action  of  the  work- 
ing class  against  the  inexorable  drive  of 
capitalism'." 

"But,  Daddy,  what  has  this  to  do  with  the 
practice  of  pharmacy  and  its  claim  for 
adequate  remuneration?" 
"Well,  .  .  ."  Donald  Ross 

Bourne,  Lines 

Where  do  you  stand? 

In  Comment  (July  9)  you  refer  to  the  lack 
of  participation  by  ASTMS  in  the  Grun- 
wick  affair  and  speak  in  slighting  terms 
of  our  union.  This  Comment  has  dropped 
its  usual  pose  of  impartiality  towards 
trade  unions  and  ASTMS  in  particular. 
The  lack  of  ASTMS  participation  in  the 
discussion  relying  as  it  does  on  the  fair 


play  of  the  Press  is  not  therefore  difficult 
to  explain. 

However  if  you  will  make  a  little  space 
available  and  publish  my  comments,  al- 
though unable  to  speak  for  ASTMS,  I 
will  try  to  explain  the  situation  as  it 
applies  to  pharmacists.  The  majority  of 
pharmacists  are  employees  and  as  such, 
when  a  class  issue  such  as  trade  union 
rights  comes  to  the  fore,  must  in  their 
own  interests  stand  on  the  side  of 
unionism.  At  Grunwick  the  issue  is  basic- 
ally the  denial  of  the  right  to  freely  join 
a  union. 

Unions  have  come  to  the  aid  of  the  Grun- 
wick workers  with  the  only  method  which 
can  be  used  by  the  working  class  with 
success,  namely  "blacking". 

The  employee  pharmacist  must  ask  him- 
self which  side  of  the  class  fence  he 
stands  on.  It  is  that  of  the  rest  of  the 
employed  class  and  he  ought  to  put  his 
voice  and  actions  where  his  conscience 
puts  him,  joining  his  union  and  supporting 
the  Grunwick  workers,  the  Post  Office 
workers,  the  pickets  and,  incidentally,  do 
himself  a  favour. 

The  self-employed  pharmacist  must  ask 
himself,  as  an  employee  of  the  State, 
where  he  stands.  Others  need  not  apply. 

Keith  Hampson 
Godstone,  Surrey 

The  new  'ruling  class' 

Mr  M.  Leaman  of  the  ASTMS  GPP  sec- 
tion has  come  up  with  some  highly 
emotive,  unoriginal  clap-trap  in  his  letter 
which  you  published.  The  deepening  eco- 
nomic crisis  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
"employer  class"  as  such  and  to  call 
police  action  to  preserve  public  order 
"intimidating"  is  nonsense. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  ruling  class  is 
now  the  representatives  of  the  workers, 
namely  the  Labour  Government,  and  cer- 
tainly no  one  would  class  Mr  Ward  of 
Grunwick  as  belonging  to  the  ruling 
classes.  His  mistake  was  to  start  a  busi- 
ness in  the  climate  of  worker  militancy 
and  provide  work  for  some  450  people  in 
the  area. 

As  far  as  a  curb  on  wages  is  concerned, 
the  Labour  Government  is  of  the  opinion 
that  any  further  demands  for  wages  out- 
side the  social  contract  would  spell  eco- 
nomic disaster  for  the  country — these 
curbs  have  been  imposed  by  a  worker 
Government,  not  the  ruling  classes,  who- 
ever they  may  be. 

Nationalisation  in  practice  has  not 
proved  an  unqualified  success,  nor  do  the 
workers  appear  any  more  satisfied  with 
their  lot  working  for  nationalised  indus- 
tries than  when  working  for  private  enter- 
prise. 

As  for  democracy,  it  does  not  seem  to 
me  to  be  democracy  at  work,  when  the 
union  tries  to  intimidate  pharmacists  not 
to  send  their  processing  work  to  Grun- 
wick. Many  employer  pharmacists  have 
take  home  pay  less  than  employee  phar- 
macists, so  what  advantage  is  there  to 
join  ASTMS?  The  "cut"  has  come  not 
from  the  capitalistic  faction  in  our  midst 
but  from  a  Labour  Government. 

Mr  Leaman  appears  to  be  highly  in- 
consistent in  his  arguments,  and  what 
proof  has  he  to  substantiate  his  assertion 
that  "it  is  the  inexorable  drive  of  capital- 

Continued  on  p135 
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ALSO 
AVAILABLE 


Products  from 
LAKE  &  CRUICKSHANK  LTD 

Pseudoephedrine  Hydrochloride 
Pseudoephedrine  Sulphate 
Pseudoephedrine  Alkaloid 

Quinine  Alkaloid  and  Salts 
Quinidine  Alkaloid  and  Salts 
Ephedrine  Alkaloid  and  Salts 


For  samples  and  additional  information,  contact: 


LAKE  &  CRUICKSHANK  LTD 

North  Bridge  Road,  Berkhamsted,  Herts,  HP4  IEP 
Phone:  Berkhamsted  (04427)  522 1    Telex:  82257 


^cfouVe  got  a  full  stock 
of  all  your  prescription  needs 

in  your  local  Barclays  depot. 


You  can't  stock  everything. 

But  were  never  far  away 
with  a  really  fast,  really  reliable 
pharmaceutical  delivery  service.  4 
Tell  us  what  you  need  and 
when  you  need  it.  " 
We'll  be  there. 


Barclays 


BARCLAYS,  19c  Orgreave  Close,  Sheffield  S13  9NT. 
The  national  company  with  the  local  service. 
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Letters 


ASTMS  and  Grunwick 

Continuea  from  p133 

ism  to  place  the  burden  of  the  crisis  on 
the  back  of  wage  earners"?  It  is  difficult 
to  understand  what  this  means  anyway,  in 
the  context  of  all  the  arbitration  bodies 
set  up  to  examine  wage  claims,  etc. 

Private  enterprise  finds  it  hard  to  make 
a  profit  in  the  current  climate  of  high  tax- 
ation, let  alone  indulge  in  capitalistic 
horse  play  with  the  workers. 

I  would  have  considered  an  educated 
pharmacist  would  find  better  arguments 
to  state  his  case  than  those  of  a  rabble 
rouser.  R-  B.  Maule 

Edinburgh 

Now  we  know 

Thanks  to  M.  Leaman  (C&D,  July  16, 
p78),  we  now  see  ASTMS  in  its  true 
colours,  devoid  of  its  sheep's  clothing  of 
"no  politics — only  the  good  of  pharmacy". 

I  have  sat  on  the  fence  waiting  to  see 
which  shape  the  beast  would  take.  Now 
Mr  Leaman's  statement  has  given  it  the 
true  look  of  the  left-footed  wolf.  I  am 
sure  many  other  pharmacist  contractors 
and  employees  will  take  note. 

No.  Let's  stick  with  PSNC.  It  may  be 
far  from  perfect  but  at  least  it's  on  our 
side.  R.  Y.  Pargeter 

Ashford,  Kent 

Infiltration? 

I  am  not  political,  but  the  latest  letter 
from  Mr  Leaman  cannot  be  allowed  to 
go  unchallenged.  How  much  longer  must 
we  put  up  with  the  political  ravings  of  the 
good  democratic  socialist  republicans  of 
ASTMS  in  our  C&D1 

This  letter  brands  Mr  Leaman  as  a  sup- 
porter of  the  bully  boys.  His  attitude  tells 
us  that  he  wants  all  the  Grunwick  workers 
out  of  a  job.  He  then  continues  with 
"basic  democratic  rights"  and  "the  work- 
ing class"  and  the  "employing  class" — his 
words  not  mine. 

"Don't  send  films  to  Grunwick",  he 
says.  The  two  hundred  workers  there  have 
served  me  well.  Why  should  I  put  them 
out  of  work  as  just  another  charge  on  the 
State?  My  daily  driver  has  at  long  last 
been  talked  into  joining  the  strike — by 
peaceful  means  of  course — having  been 
told  that  when  the  union  is  in,  he  would 
be  out  with  no  chance  of  other  work  any- 
where! Mr  Leaman  urges  us  to  break  the 
law.  "Join  the  Grunwick  pickets",  he  says. 
I  am  surprised  he  forgot  to  mention  a 
little  police  bashing  on  the  side. 

The  leter  from  "Geraint  Davies"  is  far 
more  reasonable — all  law  abiding  and 
peaceful.  The  fact  remains,  however,  that 
trouble-makers  have  infiltrated  his  union 
and  any  would-be  waverers  should  think 
twice  before  associating  with  the  bully-boy 
rabble-rousers.  I  for  one  won't. 

Should  this  letter  be  published  please 


withhold  my  name  and  address.  As  a  sub- 
scriber to  the  C&D  for  nearly  thirty  years 
1  object  to  the  letters  section  being  taken 
over  by  the  political  left.  However  able  to 
reply  to  them  verbally,  I  have  no  wish  to 
enter  into  civil  war  and  financial  suicide. 

Non-political 

Political  platform 

It  is,  to  put  it  mildly,  astonishing  to  read 
in  the  correspondence  of  the  issue  dated 
July  16,  two  such  letters  as  those  by  the 
pen  of  Messrs  Davies  and  Leaman.  This 
is  surely  a  publication  about  pharmacy, 
not  a  political  platform.  The  last  para- 
graph of  Mr  Leaman's  letter  sounds  like 
the  finale  of  a  Communist  speaker  at  the 
street  corner. 

In  Scotland  we  are  far  from  the  scenes 
at  Grunwick,  and  the  television  is  our  sole 
source  of  informed  comment.  One  word 
misused  by  Mr  Leaman  is  "rights" — the 
"right"  to  belong  to  a  union,  the  "right" 
to  strike,  the  "right"  to  picket — even 
neutral  pharmacies — the  "right"  to  call 
fellow  employees  "scab",  the  "right"  to 
intimidate,  the  "right"  to  injure  the  police. 

Mr  Leaman  is  no"pioneer  of  human 
rights".  He  never  mentions  the  "rights"  of 
the  loyal  employees  who  are  working  now 
at  Grunwick,  who  choose  not  to  join  a 
union.  There  are  no  tears  for  the  manage- 
ment and  senior  staff  at  Grunwick  camp- 
ing at  the  Grunwick  factory — they  are 
workers  with  "rights"  as  well. 

The  greatest  right  any  employee  phar- 
macist has  is  the  "right"  to  choose  not  to 
be  identified  with  the  unions.  It  is  my 
earnest  hope  that  ASTMS  will  close  its 
pharmacy  section  due  to  lack  of  support. 

J.  S.  S.  Kerr 
Invergowrie,  Dundee 

C&D  certainly  does  not  wish  to  become  a 
political  platform,  but  we  saw  in  the 
letters  received  last  week  evidence  that 
certain  members  of  the  profession  may 
wish  to  use  pharmacy  itself  as  a  political 
platform.  The  correspondence  above 
demonstrates,  we  suggest,  that  C&D  was 
right  to  permit  a  wider  audience  to  become 
acquainted  with  their  motivation.  See  also 
Comment,  p!07 — Editor. 

The  cost  of  a  slip-up 

I  read  with  indignation  that  the  fine 
imposed  by  the  Family  Practitioner  Com- 
mittee on  a  chemist  in  Birmingham  last 
July,  had  been  doubled  by  Mr  David 
Ennals,  the  Secretary  for  Social  Services 
(last  week,  p73). 

Errors  in  dispensing  are  to  be  deplored, 
but  this  one  was  of  strength  only,  and  no 
allowance  appears  to  have  been  made  for 
the  stresses  involved  in  retail  dispensing. 
The  increasing  tendency  for  patients  to 
wish  to  wait  for  scripts,  the  age-old  prob- 
lem of  doctor's  handwriting,  and  the 
increasing  complexity  of  the  pharmaceuti- 
cal scene,  seemed  to  be  waved  aside. 

This  pharmacist,  we  are  told,  had  27 
years  of  unblemished  service  to  his  name, 
yet  one  slip  means  £100;  it  is  outrageous 
that  the  errors  of  doctors,  far  more 
numerous,  pass  unnoticed,  thanks  to  the 
vigilance  of  such  men  as  this — and  his 
reward  is  the  spite  of  a  layman. 

I  hope  chemists  all  over  the  UK  put 


pen  to  paper  and  flood  the  MPs  with  pro- 
test letters  to  let  this  arrogant  government 
know  that  even  the  quiet  men  of  pharmacy 
can  be  pushed  too  far.  Outraged 

Role  of  the  president 

"The  great  man  of  his  age  is  the  one  who 
can  put  into  words  the  will  of  his  age, 
tell  his  age  what  its  will  is,  and  ac- 
complish it".  Georg  Hegel  recognised  the 
virtue  of  the  statesman  and  Xrayser  would 
do  well  to  note  that  pharmacy  needs  just 
such  a  person,  a  leader,  a  politician,  some- 
one of  ability  to  stand  out  and  criticise 
the  absurd  compromises  of  committees 
and  government  alike.  That  is  the  role  I 
expect  from  someone  at  the  pinnacle  of 
our  system  of  political  representation. 

It  is  the  prerogative  of  the  president  and 
not  the  job  of  the  Society's  registrar  to 
place  emphasis  where  it  is  needed  for  the 
benefit  of  the  members  of  the  Society 
and  the  public.  Your  columnist  is  guilty 
of  "doublethink"  if  he  accepts  statesman- 
like leadership  in  one  paragraph  but  will 
only  condone  low  profile  spokesmanship 
from  his  representative  body  in  the  next. 

Noel  Baumber 
Grantham 


Irish  News 

Absence  led  to  fine 

A  £23  fine  and  costs  totalling  £46  70  were 
imposed  on  an  Irish  pharmacy  company 
after  five  summonses  were  brought  by  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland  for  the 
absence  of  a  qualified  person  in  Gilna's 
pharmacy.  J.  F.  Gilna  &  Co  Ltd,  48  Bally- 
bough  Road,  Dublin,  admitted  the  offen- 
ces, which  were  brought  following  a 
Society  inspector's  visit. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland 
recently  summoned  Mrs  Margaret  Byrne, 
MPSI,  under  the  Poisons  Act  1961  (Para- 
quat) Regulations  1975  for  not  having  the 
poisons  register  signed  by  the  purchaser 
in  respect  of  the  sale  of  a  pint  of 
Gramoxone  weed  killer.  The  case  was 
heard  at  Ballyconnell  District  Court  on 
July  5,  when  the  defendant  pleaded 
guilty.  The  Justice  convicted  and  im- 
posed a  fine  of  £15.  An  amount  of  £25  for 
costs  was  allowed  to  the  Society,  repre- 
sented by  Dominic  Dowling  &  Co. 

Family  planning  ruling 

The  High  Court,  Dublin,  has  ruled  that 
the  Censorship  Board's  ban  on  a  family 
planning  pamphlet  was  wrong.  The  pam- 
phlet, "A  guide  for  parents  and  prospec- 
tive parents",  published  by  the  Irish 
Family  Planning  Association  was  said  to 
be  indecent  and  obscene  but  the  ban 
was  overruled  because  the  Board  had  not 
given  the  publishers  a  chance  to  state 
their  case  before  them. 

Mr  Lynch,  the  new  Prime  Minister, 
recently  said  he  hoped  to  introduce  legis- 
lation allowing  contraceptives  to  be  sold, 
through  health  boards  to  married  couples 
only,  within  a  year. 

□  Almost  half  of  the  adult  population  in 
the  Republic  of  Ireland  is  in  favour  of 
chemists  selling  contraceptives,  according 
to  a  survey  commissioned  by  an  Irish 
newspaper,  Sunday  World. 
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Fenton  Hill  take  over 
Fassett  &  Johnson 

Fenton  Hill  International  Ltd,  known  to 
many  as  Hills  Airport  Shops,  have 
acquired  the  entire  share  capital  of 
Fassett  &  Johnson  Ltd  and  its  subsidiaries. 
Fassett  &  Johnson  was  previously  a 
wholly-owned  subsidiary  of  Molyneux 
Finance  Co  Ltd. 

Fenton  Hill  International's  interests  in- 
clude Bellair  Cosmetics  (and  its  sub- 
sidiary Saga  of  Bond  Street).  Hills  Airport 
Shops  operate  pharmacies  and  other  retail 
outlets. 

It  is  understood  that,  for  the  present, 
Fassett  &  Johnson  will  continue  to 
operate  its  present  policies,  under  existing 
management. 

Wilkinson  Match  sell  more 
razors,  sunglasses,  scissors 

In  his  statement  in  the  annual  report  of 
Wilkinson  Match  Ltd,  the  chairman,  Mr 
Denys  Randolph,  says  that  much  of  the 
company's  increased  profit  (C&D,  July  16, 
p99)  arose  in  the  UK  with  particularly 
marked  improvement  in  the  safety  and 
protection  fields.  Commenting  on  the 
failure  of  successive  UK  Governments  to 
support  the  private  sector  of  industry,  he 
points  out  that  until  the  limits  on  pay, 
prices  and  dividends  are  removed,  the 
private  sector  will  not  be  able  to  create 
the  wealth  the  nation  needs. 

Reviewing  the  company's  operations, 
Mr  Christopher  Lewington,  group  man- 
aging director,  reports  that  Wilkinson 
Sword  has  about  50  per  cent  of  the  UK 
shaving  market  with  the  double-edge 
blade  the  leading  product  and  the  bonded 
and  twin-blade  systems  increasing  their 
share  of  the  market.  The  UK  manufactur- 
ing capacity  for  twin-blade  razors  was 
substantally  increased  during  the  year. 
The  company's  sunglasses  business,  under 
the  Foster  Grant  name,  had  a  successful 
year  and  doubled  its  market  share  to  15 
per  cent.  Sales  of  Wilkinson  Sword 
scissors  rose  by  over  100  per  cent. 

Boots'  sales  up  17  per 
cent  in  first  quarter 

Boots  Ltd  report  that  sales  in  the  three 
months  from  April  1  were  17  per  cent 
higher  than  in  the  same  period  of  1976. 
The  new  anti-rheumatic  product  Froben 
had  been  registered  in  the  UK  and  some 
other  countries  and  would  soon  be  on  the 
market,  providing  support  for  Brufen 
which  had  been  available  for  eight  years 
and  was  now  facing  competition. 

A  large  majority  of  shareholders  at  the 
annual  meeting  approved  a  scheme  allow- 
ing employees  to  buy  the  company's 
shares  at  a  discount. 

As  a  logical  step  from  the  cosmetics, 


accessories  and  beachwear  already  sold 
in  Boots'  shops,  a  range  of  boots,  bags, 
sweaters  and  tweed  hats  will  be  available 
in  50  of  the  largest  stores  at  the  end  of 
August.  This  "fashion  package"  is  to  be 
aimed  particularly  at  younger  customers. 

LRC  profit  rises  37pc 

Group  turnover  for  LRC  International 
Ltd  was  up  by  27  8  per  cent  to  £87  259m 
(£69  336m)  in  the  year  ended  March  31. 
But  net  profit  before  tax  showed  even 
better  improvement,  rising  37  5  per  cent 
to  £7-7 12m  (£5  591m).  With  UK  prices 
restricted  by  Government  regulation, 
much  of  the  additional  margin  is  derived 
from  exports  (up  by  a  third  to  £43m) 
and  sales  by  overseas  companies  (up  30 
per  cent  to  £7  3m).  A  final  dividend  of 
2179p  per  share  is  proposed,  making  a 
total  of  3  429p. 

Briefly 

Barnes  Hind  Ltd  are  moving  to  Isis 
Trading  Estate,  Stratton  Road,  Swindon 
SN1  2PQ,  on  August  1. 

Van  Adelsberg  and  de  Vries  (GB)  Ltd 

have  moved  to  new  premises  at  Astra 
House,  16  Duck  Lees  Lane,  Ponders  End 
Industrial  Estate,  Enfield,  Middlesex  EN3 
7SR  (telephone  01-805  6200).  The  company 
trading  name  has  been  changed  to  Avant- 
Garde  Fashion  Accessories  Ltd. 
Yardley  of  London  Ltd:  The  Polish 
Ambassador,  Mr  Artur  Starewicz,  visited 
the  factory  at  Basildon,  Essex,  on  July  19 
accompanied  by  Mr  Stanley  Mirgos,  man- 
aging director  of  Anglo  Dal  Ltd,  Yardley's 
agent  in  Poland.  They  were  taken  on  a 
tour  of  the  factory  by  Mr  Dennis 
Mathews,  managing  director,  and  members 
of  the  board. 

Rockware  International  Ltd  recently 
demonstrated  modern  training  and  manu- 
facturing techniques  at  their  Knottingley 
and  Wheatley  factories  to  a  nine-man 
delegation  from  Sicily  headed  by  the 
President.  Rockware  have  a  three-year 
technical  assistance  and  training  agreement 
with  Sicilvetro  SpA,  the  major  glass  pro- 
ducer of  glass  containers  in  Sicily. 


Appointments 

Retail  Consortium:  Mr  Philip  Carter, 
managing  director  of  Littlewoods  Organ- 
isation Ltd,  has  been  appointed  chairman 
of  the  non-food  policy  committee  and  a 
member  of  the  council. 
Solport  Brothers  Ltd:  Mrs  Dorothy  Long 
has  been  appointed  south-west  area  rep- 
resentative, following  the  retirement  of 
Mr  L.  C.  Beeton  who  had  held  the  post 
for  the  past  eight  years. 
L'Oreal  UK  Ltd:  Mr  Franklin  Berrebi, 
general  manager  of  the  consumer  division, 
has  been  appointed  to  the  board  as  an 
associate  director.  He  joined  the  com- 
pany in  Paris  in  1971  and  has  been  in 
London  for  the  past  18  months. 
Wellcome  Foundation  Ltd:  Mr  H.  M. 
Mendelson,  FPS,  group  personnel  man- 
ager, has  been  appointed  deputy  group 
personnel  director.  He  joined  the  com- 
pany in  1945  and  is  believed  to  have  been 
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the  first  pharmacist  in  Britain  to  be  con- 
cerned full-time  with  personnel  work. 
Professor  James  Black,  FRS,  FRPC,  pro- 
fessor of  pharmacology  at  University 
College,  London,  has  been  appointed 
director  of  therapeutic  research  at  the 
Wellcome  research  laboratories  at  Becken- 
ham.  He  will  gradually  relinquish  his 
duties  at  University  College  and  expects 
to  be  working  full-time  at  Beckenham  by 
January  1,  1978. 

Irish  Export  Board:  Mr  Fintan  Keogh  has 
been  appointed  general  manager  for  Great 
Britain.  He  was  previously  manager  of  the 
Board's  consumer  products  department  in 
Dublin. 

Kellver  Designs  Ltd,  distributors  of 
syphons,  cream  mixers,  and  carbon  dioxide 
and  nitrous  oxide  bulbs:  Mr  Owen  Staf- 
ford has  been  appointed  to  the  new  posi- 
tion of  office  manager. 

Bristol-Myers  Co  Ltd:  Mr  Chris  Bell  has 
been  appointed  product  manager  in  the 
Clairol   retail   devision   and  will   be  re- 
sponsible for  Loving  Care  and  Nice  'n 
Easy.  He  was  previously  a  product  man- 
ager with  Lyons  Maid  Ltd. 
Sterling   Organics:    Mr   James   T.  Rees, 
who  was  appointed  managing  director  in 
January   1976,  has  taken  over  as  chief 
executive    in    succession    to    Mr    H.  C. 
Barany,  who  will  remain  as  non-executive 
chairman  until  August  31,  when  he  will  be 
leaving  the  company  to  form  an  indepen- 
dent   chemical    consultancy,    Henry  C. 
Barany  Associates  Ltd.  He  will  also  be 
joining  the  boards  of  K  &  K  Greeff  Fine 
Chemicals  Ltd  and  Fine  Organics  Ltd. 
Wyeth  Laboratories:  Mr  Peter  Fennimore 
has  been  promoted  to  the  new  post  of 
commercial  director.  He  joined  the  com- 
pany in  1956  as  a  medical  representative. 
Mr  Ian  Ross  has  been  appointed  associate 
director  of  marketing  for  the  ethical  divi- 
sion and  Mr  David  Pollard  has  been  ap- 
pointed marketing  manager  of  the  nutri- 
tional division.  Mr  Hugh  Vosper,  BPharm, 
MPS,  has  been  promoted  to  the  post  of 
promotion    and    services    manager.  He 
joined  Wyeth  in  1963  as  advertising  man- 
ager from  Parke,  Davis.  Mr  Donald  W. 
G.  Barrett  has  become  sales  manager  of 
the  ethical  division,  and  Mr  Terence  L. 
Jones  has  been  promoted  planning  man- 
ager for  new  products. 
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Market 
News 


Chloroform  dearer 

London,  July  20:  Chloroform  supplied  in 
drum  packs  has  increased  in  price  dur- 
ing the  week  by  £1500  metric  ton. 
According  to  the  size  of  drum  the  price 
spread  is  now  from  £445  metric  ton  in 
35-kg  drum  down  to  £423  in  280-kg  drum. 
Also  increased  during  the  week  was 
sulphaquinoxaline. 

Among  spices,  pepper  failed  to  hold  its 
firmer  tone  of  the  previous  week,  but 
other  changes  in  this  sector  were  all  up- 
ward. Ginger,  for  instance,  was  up  by 
a  further  £50  metric  ton  and  turmeric  by 
£25.  Notable  among  aromatic  seeds  was 
celery  which  has  been  steadily  rising  in 
the  past  month  but  last  week  jumped 
from  £720  to  £870  metric  ton.  Botanicals 
were  mostly  lower  where  changes  took 
place.  These  included  balsam  Peru,  Cape 
aloes,  buchu,  cascara,  gentian  root,  hen- 
bane, lobelia,  sarsaparilla,  senega  and 
Indian  squill.  Exceptions  included  cherry 
bark,  hydrastis,  lemon  peel  and  witch- 
hazel  leaves. 

Trading  in  essential  oils  was  extremely 
dull  and  dealers  again  trimmed  some  of 
their  margins  with  little  noticeable  effect 
to  the  volume  of  business  being  trans- 
acted. Lower  were  Chinese  eucalyptus 
and  peppermint.  Brazilian  peppermint 
also  followed  the  trend  and  petitgrain 
was  down  by  about  £0  30  kg  in  both 
positions. 

Pharmaceutical  chemicals 

Aloin:  50-kg  lots  £17.00  kg. 

Ammonium  acetate:  BPC  1949  crystals  £0.7009  kg 
in  50-kg  lots;  strong  solution  BP  1953  £0.243  kg 
in  200-kg  lots. 

Ammonium  bicarbonate:  BPC  £160.70  metric  ton, 
ex-works  in  50-kg  bags. 

Ammonium  chloride:  Pure  in  50-kg  lots  £0.2344 
kg  for  powder. 

Aspirin:  10-ton  lots  £1.31  kg;  1-ton  £1.39. 
Calcium  carbonate:  BP  light  £135  metric  ton. 
Calcium  gluconate:  £1,420  per  metric  ton. 
Calcium  pantothenate:  £7.29  in  25-kg  lots. 
Chloroform:   BP    £423   to    £445    per    metric  ton 
according  to  drum   size.    In   2-litre  bottle  £2.36 
each;  500-ml  bottle  £0.96  each. 
Paracetamol:    (Per    kg)    50-ton    contracts  from 
£2.80;  spot,  10-ton  £2.88;  1-ton  £3.00.  Premiums 
for  direct  compression  £0.13  kg. 
Paraffin  liquid:  £  per  litre 
BPC  grades 

No  4 

WA3 

medium  WA2 

heavy 
light  technical  WA23 

 WA21  

Paraffins:  Liquid  BPC  heavy,  1-5  drum  lots  £0.408 
per  litre,  6-drum;  £0.42,  in  bulk  £0.362;  light 
£0.370,  £0.366  and  £0.326  respectively.  Technical 
white  oils  per  litre  for  similar  lots — WA23  £0.343, 
£0.336  and  £0.38;  WA21  £0.357,  £0.353  and 
£0.313  respectively.  Petroleum  jelly  BP  soft  white 
£356.6  metric  ton  delivered  UK;  yellow  BP 
£338.556. 

Petroleum  jeliy:  BP  soft  white  £356.60  metric  ton 
delivered  UK-  yellow  BP  £338.55. 
Sodium  acid  phosphate:  BP  crystals  £1.0932  kg 
for  50-kg  lots. 

Sodium  benzoate:  £0.5459  in  500  kg  lots. 
Sodium  bicarbonate:  BP  £83.04  metric  ton  mini- 
mum 10-ton  lots  delivered  UK. 
Sodium  carbonate:  Anhydrous  £212  per  metric  ton. 
Sodium    chloride:    Vacuum-dried    in    10-ton  lots 
f25.37  metric  ton  delivered  London. 
Sodium  gluconate:  £720  technical  (1,000  kg). 
Sodium  hydroxide:  Pellets  BP1973  in  50  kg  lots 
£0.928  kg;  sticks  £3.731  kg. 

Sodium  pantothenate:  (Per  kg)  £14.42:  £13.42  in 
5-kg  lots. 


1-5  drums 

6-drums 

bulk 

37.7 

37.3 

32.3 

37.1 

36.7 

32.7 

38.4 

38.0 

34.0 

40.9 

40.5 

36.5 

34.4 

34.0 

30.0 

35.8 

35.4 

31.4 

Sodium  perborate:    (per   1,000  kg)  monohydrate 
£464,  tetrahydrate  £274. 
Sodium  percarbonate:  £365  per  metric  ton. 
Sodium    sulphate:    Fine   crystals   BP  £72.00  per 
metric  ton. 

Sodium  thiosulphate:  photo  grade  £137  per  metric 
ton. 

Sorbitol:  Powder  £500  metric  ton;  syrup  £250. 
Sulphaquinoxaline:  BVetC  £10.28  kg;  sodium  salt 
£12.71  kg  both  in  50-kg  lots. 

Crude  drugs 

Agar:  Spanish-Portuguese  £5.60  kg  spot. 

Aloes:  Cape  £1.50  kg  spot;  £1.48,  cif.  Curacao 

not  spot;  shipment  £2.22  nominal,  cif. 

Balsams:   (kg)   Canada:  £11.01   spot;  £10.30,  cif 

for  shipment.   Copaiba:  BPC  £2.70  on  the  spot 

and    cif.    Peru:    £6.15    spot;    £6.05,    cif.  Tolu: 

£4.25  spot. 

Buchu:  Rounds  £2.15  kg  spot;  £1.85,  cif. 
Cascara:  £1,050  metric  ion  spot;  £990,  cif. 
Cherry  bark:  Spot  £785  metric  ton;  £750,  cif. 
Cloves:  Comorls  £4,350  metric  ton,  cif. 
Cochineal:    Peruvian   silver-grey  £15.10   Kg  spot; 
£14.60,  cif.  Tenerife  black  £18.50-£21 .00,  cif. 
Dandelion:  New  crop  for  shipment  £1.20  kg,  cif. 
Ergot:  Portuguese-Spanish  £1.80  kg  spot;  £1.40, 
cif. 

Gentian:  Root  £1.35  kg  spot;  £1.32,  cif. 

Ginger:     (ton,     cif)     Cochin    £1,350.  Jamaican 

(spot)    £2,360    nominal.    Nigerian    split  £1,130 

(spot),  peeled  £1,250  nominal. 

Henbane:  Niger  £1,020  metric  ton  spot;  £1,000, 

cif. 

Hydrastis:  (kg)  £9.20  spot;  £9.10,  cif. 
Jalap:  Brazilian,  no  spot;  shipment  £1.30  kg,  cif. 
Kola  nuts:  Nominally  £310  metric  ton,  cif. 
Lanolin:  BP  in  1-metric-ton  lots  £0.92  per  kg. 
Lemon  peel:  Unextracted  £1,420  metric  ton  spot; 
shipment  £1,350,  cif. 

Lobelia:  American  £1,300  metric  ton  spot;  Euro- 
pean £1,200  spot;  £1,180  shipment 
Mace:  Grenada  unsorted  £2,150  ton,  fob. 
Pepper:  (ton)  Sarawak  black  £1,450  spot;  £1,340, 
cif.  White  £1,750  spot;  £1,640,  cif. 
Sarsaparilla:    Mexican    £1,730    metric    ton  spot; 
£1,700,  cif.  Jamaican  not  quoted. 
Seeds:     (metric    ton,    cif)    Anise:    China  star 
£810    ncminal.    Caraway:    Dutch   £1,075.  Celery: 
Indian   £870    Coriander:   Moroccan   £680;  Indian 
£540.   Cumin:  Egyptian  £660;   Iranian  £680.  Dill: 
Indian  £440.   Fennel:   Egyptian  £230.  Fenugreek: 
£180.  Maw:  £880. 

Senega:  (kg)  Canadian  old  crop  £14.00  spot;  new 
crop  £13.00,  cif. 

Squill:    Italian    new   crop   £980   metric   ton,  cif. 

Indian  £180  spot;  £160,  cif. 

Turmeric:  Madras  finger  £535  ton,  cif. 

Va'erian:    Indian    root    £1,350    metric    ton  spot; 

£1,250  forward;  European  £2,000;  £1,950  forward. 

Witchhazel  leaves:  Spot  £2.15  kg;  £1.95,  cif. 

Essential  oils 

Cardamom:  English-distilled  £280  kg. 

Cassia:  No  offer  spot  or  forward. 

Cedarwocd:  Chinese  £1.25  kg  spot:  £1.35,  cif. 

Eucalyptus:  Chinese  £2.10  kg  spot  and  cif. 

Fennel:  Spanish  sweet  £10.50  kg  spot. 

Geranium:    (kg,    cif)    Bourbon    £50.00.  Chinese 

£27.50. 

Ginger:  £85.00-£88.00  kg  spot. 

Lavender  spike:  £12.50  kg,  cif. 

Lemon:  Sicilian  best  grades  about  £14.00  kg. 

Lemongrass:  Cochin  £4.50  kg  spot;  £4.30,  cif. 

Lime:  v/Vest  Indian  £10.50  kg  spot. 

Patchouli:  £11.40  kg  spot  and  cif. 

Pennyroyal:  No  offers. 

Pepper:  English-distilled  ex-black  £125  kg. 

Peppermint:    (kg)   Arvensis — Brazilian  £5.35  spot 

and  cif    Chinese  £5.55  spot;-  £5.75,  cif.  Piperata, 

American  Far-West  £30.C0-£33.00,  cif. 

Petitgrain:  £6.00  kg,  spot;  £5.75,  cif. 

Rosemary:  £5.75  kg  spot. 

Sandalwood:  Mysore  or  East  Indian  £98.00  kg 
spot. 

Sassafras:  Chinese  £2.90  kg  spot  and  cif. 
Brazilian  £2.20  spot. 

Spearmint:  (kg)  American  Far  West  £15.50. 
Chinese  spot  unobtainable;  shipment  £12.50,  cif. 

The  prices  given  are  those  obtained  by  importers 
or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quantities  and  do  not 
include  value  added  tax.  They  represent  the  last 
quoted  or  accepted  prices  as  we  go  to  press. 


Coming  events 

Advance  information 

Course  in  energy  conservation.  Two-day  courses, 
Hillbrow  House,  Hillbrow  Road,  Esher,  Surrey, 
September  22-23;  October  17-18;  November  9-10. 
Numbers  limited  to  15.  Details  from  Mr  R. 
Edwards,  Energy  Conservation  Group,  Johnson 
Control  Systems  Ltd,  41  Kingston  Road. 
Commerce  Estate,  Leatherhead,  Surrey. 

Quality  control  exhibition.  Qualitest  77,  US  Trade 
Centre,  4  Langham  Place.  London  W1.M  8AE, 
September  26-30.  Details  from  the  director, 
US  Trade  Centre. 


News  in  brief 


□  A  range  of  dressings  is  included  in  the 
July  revision  of  prices  to  the  Scottish 
Drug  Tariff. 

□  Contractors  in  England  dispensed 
during  April  24,149,694  prescriptions 
(14,726,944)  at  a  total  cost  of  £43,581,924 
— an  average  of  £1  80  per  prescription. 

□  The  index  of  retail  prices  during  June 
was  183-6  (January  1974=100),  represent- 
ing an  increase  of  1  per  cent  on  May  and 
17-7  per  cent  on  the  same  month  last  year. 

□  Exports  of  chemicals  from  the  UK  in 
the  second  quarter  of  1977  were  6-5  per 
cent  higher  (in  value  terms)  than  in  the 
first  quarter  and  4-5  per  cent  up  in 
volume.  In  the  same  period  imports  of 
chemicals  fell  1-5  per  cent  in  value  and 
2  per  cent  in  volume. 

□  The  Singapore  Government  has  begun 
the  implementation  of  the  Medicines  Act 
1975  and  licences  are  required  for  all 
human  and  veterinary  medicines  intro- 
duced after  June  24,  1977.  Temporary 
exemption  from  licensing  has  been  granted 
for  products  that  were  on  the  market 
before  this  date. 

□  The  National  Health  Service  (Health 
Authorities:  Membership)  Regulations 
1977  (SI  1977  No  1103,  HM  Stationery 
Office,  £0-25)  supersede  Part  II  of  the 
NHS  (Regional  and  Area  Health  Authori- 
ties :  Membership  and  Procedure)  Regula- 
tions 1973,  which  deals  with  the  appoint- 
ment and  tenure  of  office — normally  four 
years — of  the  Authorities'  chairmen  and 
members. 

□  NHS  spending  rose  to  over  £6,500m  in 
1976,  according  to  the  second  edition  of 
the  "OHE  compendium  of  health  statis- 
tics" published  recently  (Office  of  Health 
Economics,  162  Regent  Street,  London 
Wl.  £5-50  (including  binder);  loose  pages 
£4-50).  The  compendium  traces  the  statis- 
tical record  of  the  NHS  and  covers  costs, 
staffing,  the  hospitals,  the  family  doctor 
services  and  the  sickness  experienced  by 
the  population. 

□  The  total  number  of  students  enrolled 
with  the  Council  for  National  Academic 
Awards  for  first  degrees  in  pharmacy  was 
1,322  for  the  1976-77  session,  compared 
with  1,269  the  previous  year.  First  year 
enrolment  was  483  (469  the  previous  year). 
The  CNAA  annual  report  for  1976  (now 
adjusted  to  calendar  year  instead  of  aca- 
demic year)  notes  that  356  candidates  were 
awarded  the  council's  degree  in  pharmacy 
during  the  year. 

□  Ames  Co  have  published  a  book,  called 
"Rupert  and  his  friends",  to  teach  the 
young  diabetic  how  to  live  with  the 
disease.  Produced  in  conjunction  with  the 
British  Diabetic  Association,  the  book 
explains  in  Rupert  Bear  verse  and  pictures 
about  syringes,  insulin,  diet,  urine  testing, 
and  the  many  other  routine  problems  that 
the  diabetic  child  has  to  contend  with.  The 
style  is  intended  to  appeal  to  children  of 
between  seven  and  ten,  but  may  be  useful 
to  both  younger  and  older  children.  It  is 
available  free  to  diabetic  children,  their 
medical  advisers  and  parents  from  Ames 
Co,  Stoke  Court,  Stoke  Poges,  Slough. 
Berks  SI. 2  4I.Y. 
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pellets  °  MOUTH  ULCERS 

RETAIL  PRICE  35p.  TRADE  PRICE  £2.60  per  dozen 
Available  from  your  local  wrsjiessisr  and  from  Vestric  Ltd. 


A.  KELSON  &  COMPANY  LIMITED 

73  DUKE  STREET,  LONDON,  W1  M  6BY 

HOMOEOPATHIC  PHARMACY 
Tel.:  01-629  3118  A  3119 
Telex:  268312  Wescom  G  Attn  Hahnemanelson 

Full  range  of  Medicines  and  Books  always  available. 
Answering  service  available  when  Pharmacy  is  closed. 


ifjecl 


Pos!  to  Classified  Advertisements,  Chemist  &  Drug- 
gist, 25  New  Street  Square,  London  EC4A  3JA. 

Telephone  01-353  3212. 


Display/Semi  Display  £5.00  per  single  column 
centimetre,  min  25mm.  Column  width  42mm. 

Whole  page  £350  (254mm  x  178mm). 

Half  page  £200  (125mm  x  178mm). 

Quarter  page  £110  (125mm  x  86mm). 

Lineage  £1.00  per  line,  minimum  5  lines  @  £5.00. 


ROBIN  WHEELER  ANTIQUES  are  the 

specialists  in  the  purchase  of  PHAR- 
MACEUTICAL ANTIQUES.  Conse- 
quently we  can  offer  the  highest 
current  market  values  for  shop 
rounds,  all  decorative  ceramic  or 
glass  jars,  pill  machines,  powder 
folders,  scales,  balances,  cabinets, 
drug  runs  and  complete  shop 
interiors.  Inspection  and  removal 
anywhere  in  U.K.  Kindly  contact 
Robin  Wheeler  Antiques.  Parklands, 
Park  Road,  Ashtead,  Surrey.  Tele- 
phone: Ashlead  72319. 


A.  &  H.  OTTER  LTD. 

(established  1920) 

Largest  cash  stock  buyers  In  the 
trade  for  manufacturers'  clearing 
lines,  and  retailers'  stocks. 

8    Northburgh    Street,  London 

EC1V  0BA.  Tel:  01-253  1184/5. 

Telegrams:  "Salvcll",  London, 
E.C.1. 


Shopfitting 


CHROMIUM,  CRYSTAL  DISPLAY 
COUNTERS,  ISLAND  DISPLAY  UNITS, 
SHOWCASES,  WINDOW  FITTINGS, 
COMPLETE      SHELVING  SYSTEMS 

with  or  without  canopy  lighting. 
Prompt  delivery  direct  from  the 
makers.  See  our  showroom  or  invite 
us  to  call  without  obligation  for  in- 
stant quote.  THIRSK  SHOPFITTINGS, 
741-743  Garratt  Lane,  London  SW17 
0DP.  Tel.:  01-946  2291   (4  lines). 


Please 
mention 
Chemist  & 
Druggist 
when  replying 

to  an 
advertisement 


TABLET!  NG 


An  outstanding  opportunity  has  arisen  for  an 
experienced  Production  Manager  to  assume 
control  of  a  recently  commissioned  tableting 
unit. 

The  successful  candidate  will  be  self-motiva- 
ting and  have  the  drive  and  ability  to  control 
the  day  to  day  running  of  the  department 
including  control  of  production  staff;  appli- 
cants are  also  expected  to  be  fully  conversant 
with  most  aspects  of  granulation,  compres- 
sion and  sugar-coating. 

This  position   carries  an   attractive  salary 

together  with  substantial  fringe  benefits  and 

excellent  working  conditions. 

The  Company,  M.  A.  Steinhard  Ltd.,  are  a 

rapidly    expanding    Pharmaceutical  House 

producing  an  increasing  range  of  generic 

products. 

Please  reply  in  writing,  giving  fullest  details 

of  career  to  date: 

To  the:     Managing  Director, 

M.  A.  STEINHARD  LTD., 

702  Tudor  Estate, 

Abbey  Road, 

London  NW10  7UW. 


WEST  EMD  REPRESENTATIVE 

This  position  becomes  immediately  available  due  to 
the  sudden  death  of  Mr.  S.  Horton,  formerly  with 
Butler  &  Crisp  but  for  the  last  eight  years  with  the 
leading  Sundries  House 

VERNON  POWELL  LIMITED 

South  Croydon 

Please  telephone  for  application  form  to 
Mr.  J.  Lapwood,  681  6761. 


HATFIELD.  Wanted — Pharmacist,  for 
busy  dispensing  shop  in  town  centre, 
good  supporting  staff,  unfurnished 
flat  available  if  required.  Appiy  to 
Eakins  and  Fisher,  145  Victoria  St., 
St.  Albans,  Herts.  Phone  53240. 


CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISEMENTS 

Situations  Vacant? 
Hospital  Appointments? 
Trade  Services? 
Business  Opportunities? 
Wanted? 
For  Sale? 

A  classified  advertisement 
in  Chemist  &  Druggist  gets 
results. 

Put  it  to  the  test  by  posting 
us  your  next  ad.  or  by  tele- 
phoning us  on:  01-353  3212. 


Tolley's 

Tax  Tables  1976/77 


Published  within  days  of  the 
chancellor's  budget  speech, 
these  detailed  tables  cover 
all  main  rates  of  income 
tax,  corporation  tax  and 
V.A.T.  and  include  a  sum- 
mary of  the  budget  pro- 
posals. 

Price  90p. 


Printed  by  H.  O.  LLOYD  &  CO  LTD.  Islington,  London  N1  8HX,  and  published  by  BENN  PUBLICATIONS  LTD,  25  New  Slreet  Square.  London  EC4A  3JA 

Registered  at  the  Post  Office  as  a  Newspaper.  19J/16J/24S. 
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Some  people 
p  still  think 
flying  insects 
area 


nuisance ... 

. . .  not  to  mention  dirty 
and  unhygienic! 

But  with  the  new  improved  Honeypot  flycatcher 
you  needn't  worry  about  flies  or  any  other 
flying  insect,  ever  again— because  there 
won't  be  any!  Honeypots  deal  with  them  a 
with  deadly  efficiency. 

Healthwise  the  Honeypot's  unique  design 
provides  protection  for  furniture,  clothes,  etc. 
and  they  are  perfect  around  food 
as  no  aerosols  or  vaporising 
blocks  are  needed. 

If  unavailable  at  your 
wholesalers  contact 
BEE  PLY  LTD.,  Benross  House} 
Rose  Lane,  Liverpool  L18  8DH. 
Tel:  051  -  724  2261  (10  lines) 
or  telex  627777. 
Export  quotations  direct  from  the 
sole  concessionaires  and 
registered  holders  of  Honeypot— 
BEE  PLY  LTD. 

A  member  of  the  Ross  group  of  Companies 


This  month  about 
54,000  babies  will  be  born 
and  around 200,000 
people  will  ask... 


Chemist  Cift  Tokens  provide  the  answer. 


There  are  millions  of  good  reasons  to  stock 
Chemist  Gift  Tokens-the  perfect  answer  to  all  gift 
problems 

If  you  would  like  to  provide  the  answer  too. 
contact  Sangers  Services  Ltd..  102  Morden  Road. 
Mitcham,  Surrey  Tel:  01  640  7142 


IMPORTANT  NOTE:  Whether  or  not  you  are  a  current  stockist 
Sangers  will  redeem  all  Chemist  Gift  Tokens. 


Beatson 

Glass 

one  of  the 
great 

protectors 


Wherever  drugs  and  medicines  are  dispensed 
Beatson  glass  containers  keep  them  safe  and  ready  to  hand. 

Beatson  Clark  have  been  making  glass 
for  two  centuries  and  today  serve  the  pharmaceutical  world 
with  most  types  of  medicinal  glass  containers. 

And  Beatson  back  their  products 
with  a  good  delivery  service. 

Beatson  Clark 

Beatson,  Clark  &  Co.  Ltd., 
Rotherham,  South  Yorkshire,  S60  2AA 
Telephone:  0709  79141  Telex.-  54329 

Ask  your  wholesaler. 


BCG276[ 
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Daily 
Tenormin 


and  for  all! 


NEW  CALENDAR  PACKS 

AND  SIMPLE 
DISPENSING 


*  FRIDAV 


Tenormin^  the  once  daily 
antihypertensive  from 
Stuart  Pharmaceuticals 
Limited, is  now  available  in 
new  28  da>  calendar  packs. 


This  means  that  a 
prescription  for  the  calendar 
pack  is  sufficient  for  four 
week's  treatment  at  one 
tablet  a  dav. 


TWO  STYLES 


Tenormin'  calendar  packs 
are  available  in  two  pack  sizes: 

Firstly,the  single  one- 
month  carton  of  28  tablets 
containing  two  strips  each  of 
14  tablets. 

Secondly,  the  bulk 
dispensing  pack  of 280  tablets 
containing  20  strips  each  of  14 
tablets.  With  each  dispensing 
pack  10  special  wallets  are 
provided  and  usually,  2  X 14 


strips  should  be  placed  in  each 
wallet  when  dispensing. 

The  new  calendar  packs 
and  the  simple  dosage  of  the 
one  strength  tablet  make  the 
prescribing,  the  dispensing 
and  the  taking  of  'Tenormin1 
muchsimplerforeveryone- 
doctor,  pharmacist  and  patient. 


Dispensing 
Ease 

Because  of  the  convenient 
once  daily  dosage  Tenormin' 
tablets  are  made  in  one 
strength  only  (lOOmg),  thus 
stocking  and  dispensing  is 
simple. 

From  mid- July,  Stuart  will 
be  promoting  the  new  pack  to 
doctors  and  it  is  expected  that 
virtually  all  Tenormin' scripts 
will  soon  be  Tenormin' 1 XO. P. 


Patient's  Needs 

The  new  calendar  pack  will 
encourage  long-term  patient 
compliance  by  making 
Tenormin'treatment  simple 
to  take  and  easy  to  remember. 

Each  day  of  the  week  is 
clearly  indicated  throughout 
four  weeks  (see  picture).  Thus 
patients  are  encouraged  to 
remembertheirone  tablet  a 
day. 


TENORM IM 


STUART 


'Tenormin'  is  a  trade  mark  For  atenolol. 

I  ull  prescribing  information  is  available  on  request. 

Stuart  Pharmaceuticals  Limited 
Carr  House, Carrs  Road, 
Cheadle, Cheshire. 
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